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Halloween descended on Clarkson Village this past weekend, as the local Business Improvement Association brought “Halloween to the Village” with fun, games, giveaways and activities for hundreds of 
residents in the area and beyond. The Halloween event was one of many being hosted throughout the weekend, including 


a Halloween Dog Costume parade held by the Downtown Brampton BIA and Celebration Square hosting a Halloween Lab for kids on Saturday, Oct. 26. 


Peel Weekly News wishes you all the best this Halloween - stay tuned for more coverage in next week’s issue! 


(Photo Courtesy of Clarkson BIA) 
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news Tuesday when it was revealed that both Brampton Civic and Etobicoke General faced overcrowding throughout 2019. 


"Hallway medicine" is not going 
away, as recent documents revealed at 
Queen's Park Tuesday show sustained 
overcrowding at a Brampton hospital. 

The Ontario NDP released a series of 
statistics earlier this week that re- 
vealed that two of the hospitals within 
the William Osler Health System, 
Brampton Civic Hospital and Etobicoke 
General Hospital, faced overcrowding 
and "more than 100 per cent capacity" 
throughout the first six months of 
2019. 

The revealing information was part 
of a packet of data obtained through a 
Freedom of Information request filed 
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earlier this year. Among other statis- 
tics, the new information reveals that 
the Urgent Care Centre at Peel Memo- 
rial Centre is also running at 587 per 
cent capacity above what it is funded 
for. 

In a charged conversation, Ontario 
NDP leader Andrea Horwath accused 
Premier Doug Ford's government of 
not enough to support hospital funding 
in Brampton and beyond. "Patients 
stuck waiting in hallways aren’t fooled 
by Ford's rhetoric. They know that 
hospital funding isn’t keeping pace 
with inflation, much less patient need," 
she said. 


Receptions 
(Anniversaries 


The health system currently employs 
4,100 people across its three sites, with 
Brampton Civic currently serving more 
than 500,000 residents in Brampton 
and the surrounding areas. 

The data obtained by the NDP re- 
vealed that in April of this year, both 
Brampton Civic and Etobicoke General 
had an occupancy rate of 106 per cent 
for both surgical and medical units. At 
the same time, Brampton had a 104 
per cent occupancy rate for its emer- 
gency department, while Etobicoke 
had a 104 per cent occupancy. 


Continued on Pg 5 
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Diwali stunt brings attention to Brampton fireworks 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


A Brampton Diwali fire- 
works stunt went viral 
earlier this weekend, with 
residents criticizing a res- 
ident’s dangerous actions 
during the holiday. 

A video posted on Face- 
book on Oct. 27 showed 
an individual placing a 
firework that had just 
been ignited within his 
turban during a Diwali 
party hosted near the 
Subzi Mandi grocery 
store, located in a plaza 
within the Ebenezer and 
Gore Road area, before 
two other individuals 
used the flame generated 
to ignite their own fire- 
works. 

As the video continues, 
the individual wearing 
the firework on his head 
allowed it to go off, spray- 
ing onlookers with sparks 
for several seconds before 
they scatter. The individ- 
ual eventually dropped 
the firework on_ the 
ground as it continued to 
spray sparks over the 
street. 

The video has received 
condemnation from other 
residents, and cast a spot- 


light on the issue of public 
fireworks used in the City. 
In a statement provided 
by the City earlier this 
year, they explained that 
Brampton residents are 
allowed to use short- 
range fireworks on their 
private property only four 
times per year, with Di- 
wali being one of the four 
occasions (aside from Vic- 
toria Day, Canada Day and 
New Year’s Eve) without 
the need for a permit. 
However, fireworks that 
have the capability to 
travel more than three 
metres (10 ft.), such as 
flying lanterns, Roman 
candles and barrages, are 
banned. It is also illegal to 
buy, sell, possess or use 
long-range fireworks. 
“Use of personal fire- 
works is not permitted on 
school property, in parks 
and on any City land, in- 
cluding streets and side- 
walks,” the City stated at 
the time. “The safety of 
our residents is of pri- 
mary importance.” 
The video primarily fea- 
tures Punjabi students 
studying in Canada, who 


thought lighting a fire- 
cracker on top of a turban 
was a smart idea. 

Social media posts con- 
demned the act as disre- 
spectful to the Sikh 
turban and the commu- 
nity. 

“Stupidity at its best,” 
wrote Facebook — user 
Jaswant Kaur  Chahal, 
while fellow user Hardev 
Sangha wrote that the 
participants in the inci- 
dent were “stupid 
enough”. 

The Punjabi community 
has become outraged in 
Canada in recent years 
due to Punjabi students 
doing senseless acts. 

The students are prima- 
rily from India, who come 
to Canada to study or 
build a better life and bet- 
ter future. However, they 
often become the center 
of controversies. 

A similar video posted 
on the same day (Oct. 27) 
showed a public party 
hosted in the same plaza, 
which showed a large 
group of young adults 
playing music loudly and 
dancing outside the Subzi 


Mandi grocery store. 

“Let them have fun,” 
said user Kiran Sidhu in 
response to the second 
video. “Understand what 
they go through. missing 
their families and 
friends.” 

The City of Brampton 
will host the first public 
Diwali fireworks display 
in 2020, approved at its 
Sept. 16 meeting, which 
will be held at Garden 
Square to celebrate the 
holiday. 

The issue of public fire- 
works in Brampton has 
roots dating back to Nov. 
2015, when two homes in 
the City were gutted by 
Diwali fireworks. 

Because of that, a 
Brampton city councilor 
persuaded colleagues to 
ban the sale of fireworks 
— including storing them 
in homes. The City of 
Brampton received 281 
complaint calls about Di- 
wali fireworks in 2013 — 
up 86 per cent from 2012 
— while it only received 
46 on Canada Day. 


A screengrab from a video posted on Facebook on Oct. 27, 
2019, which shows a Brampton resident with a firework 
placed in his turban during a Diwali celebration near the 
Ebenezer and The Gore Road area. 


(PWN Staff Photo) 


Caledon resident weighs in on wi-fi during presentation 


by Alex Gregory 


A Caledon resident is con- 
tinuing the conversation re- 
garding the usage of 
cellphone towers in local 
neighbourhoods. 

Peel Regional Council 
heard from Veronica Gal- 
lacher, one of the co- 
founders of advocacy group 
Torontonians for Safe Tech- 
nology, who spoke last 
Thursday after the reveal of 
a report that stated that 
there is zero risk to the 
health of residents due to 
wireless signals. 

“Residents shouldn't have 
to spend their limited time 
and money trying to protect 
themselves against this 
harmful radiation,” said 
Gallacher, who discussed 
her concerns with the lack 
of regulations regarding the 
placement of cellphone tow- 


ers within the region. “As 
Peel residents, we should 
have some say in where cell 
towers are placed.” 

Local advocacy groups 
have campaigned for politi- 
cians and lawmakers to con- 
sider the potential health 
impacts of wireless radia- 
tion, asking for increased 
transparency, education and 
awareness. 

Caledon itself has seen 
telecommunications compa- 
nies apply to build cellu-lar 
towers in and around the 
downtown area over the last 
few years, echoing similar 
debates over the placement 
and frequency of towers in 
Brampton and Mississauga. 

Gallacher said she first 
noticed the issue in her own 
neighbourhood when she 
saw a Sign indicating that a 


cellphone tower would be 
built at a plaza in the South- 
fields neighbourhood. Her 
subsequent research into 
the matter led her to receive 
information that the tower 
was within Canada’s Safety 
Code 6 law, which indicates 
limits for wireless radiofre- 
quencies. 

“T called the Town and 
they assured me that the 
tower was within Canada's 
Safety Code 6 and that I 
shouldn't be too concerned, 
even though the plaza con- 
tains a daycare centre anda 
children's indoor  play- 
ground,” she told council- 
lors. “Driving around the 
Region of Peel, you will find 
that this is unfortunately 
not the exception.” 

Gallacher further indi- 
cated that the code hasn’t 


LAKES 
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received a major update 
since the late 1980s, and 
that there is still more re- 
search to be done on the 
matter. 

The same question was 
posed by Gallacher’s col- 
league, local resident 
Cristina Zampiero, earlier 
this summer during a simi- 
lar presentation to regional 
council. 

In Zampiero’s presenta- 
tion, which was made on 
June 27, she cited research 
on Health Canada’s safety 
guidelines, international 
studies and public response 
as key indicators that the 
impact of cellular radiation 
is more than negligible, and 
could cause a host of health 
problems. 

“Cell towers placed too 
close to people violate our 


Swimming Pool 


human right to protect our 
health... they violate our 
right not to be experi- 
mented on,” Zampiero said, 
citing a 2016 study by the 
National Institute of Health, 
conducted over a period of 
ten years, that showed radi- 
ation being higher than just 
thermal effects. 

“T certainly do not consent 
to a military-grade small 
cell facility on the light post 
outside my front door,” 
Zampiero concluded. 

Interest in the matter led 
one local daycare, the Cale- 
don East Childcare Centre, 
to use hardwired equipment 
instead of wi-fi networks. 

The daycare’s executive di- 
rector, Brenda McNairn, 
said it was the “right move” 
for them, and has inspired 
parents to do the same at 


their own homes. 

Laws have already passed 
banning 5G tech- nology in 
countries across the world, 
including Australia, India, 
Spain, Switzerland, Italy, 
Austria, Germany, Israel, 
Cyprus and Finland, along 
with a safety bill passed in 
Oregon this summer that re- 
stricted the usage of cellular 
towers near schools. 

Local governments simply 
haven’t caught up with sci- 
entific studies, and it’s on 
local representatives to 
study the issue and inform 
the public about the dangers 
of those networks. 

Peel council also indicated 
that, while accepting the re- 
port, the World Health Or- 
ganization has classified RF 
signals as a Class 2 possible 
human carcinogen. 
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Sometimes, things work right the way they are 


— 
¢ 


Peter Whitaker 
Publisher 
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Peel Region lives on! 

The long-awaited state- 
ment by the province on 
the regional governance 
situation is out - and they 
have decided to keep 
things just the way they 
are. 

What does this mean for 
Peel? 

While this decision may 
not necessarily sit well 
with the City of Missis- 
sauga, being that they 
claimed to have a clear 
mandate from residents to 
have Mississauga leave 
Peel, I was at Council 
Chambers during a public 
meeting on the subject, 
and it was far from clear. 

A proclamation was 
made by council to recom- 
mend to the province that 
they be allowed to go it 
alone. I’m sure it was con- 
sidered by Municipal Af- 
fairs Minister Steve Clark 
and the province, but that 
alone was not enough to 


sway them. The public’s 
concern was how would 
Mississauga pick up the 
balance of services pro- 
vided by the Region? 

As of yet, I have not seen 
a document that describes 
how this would have taken 
place and at what cost. 

Meanwhile, I’m _ fairly 
sure that Brampton and 
Caledon are both pleased 
with the decision, but both 
seem willing to discuss 
what changes can be made 
to help all partners in Peel 
to streamline services and 
provide the public with up 
to date modern services. 

The province is adding 
$143 million in funding 
for municipalities to help 
them with plans to reor- 
ganize how they do busi- 
ness and deliver services, 
all to benefit the residents. 

(Just for the readers who 
might not quite under- 
stand how our municipal 
government works, we 
have four levels in Peel. 
Our cities are Mississauga 
and Brampton and our 
Town is Caledon. The 


fourth is the Region. Each 
of the first three levels 
provide the same services 
to all of us. The Region 
provides a series of differ- 
ent services, including 


public health, roads, clean 
& waste water treatment, 
garbage pickup, policing, 
paramedics services, long 


term care and delivery of 
social services.) 

I was not upset about 
this decision. I did attend 
a few regional council 
meetings this past spring 
where some councillors 
(including one in particu- 
lar) spoke out of turn and 
criticized both the Chair 


and two of the three cities, 
to the point of bad feel- 
ings. 

All of our regional coun- 
cilors serve the 1.4 million 
residents we have in Peel - 
and we need you to get 
along and take care of our 
business. 


Brampton hospital funding not up to spec, says NDP 


Continued from Pg 2 


While many hospitals 
try to operate at an 85 
per cent capacity so they 
can deal with unexpected 
increases in patient de- 
mand, both sites have 


faced sustained over- 
crowding for many 
months. 


Responding to Hor- 
wath's question, Health 
Minister Christine Elliott 
said that although the 
province has put funding 
into the 2019 budget for 
hospitals, including $68 
million in funding ear- 
marked for small- and 
medium sized hospitals 
to address staff short- 
ages, the problem won't 
be fixed easily or imme- 
diately. 

"This is going to take 
several years in order to 
be able to deal with this 
completely," said Elliott, 
adding that the situation 
won't be fixed "on a 
dime". 

The issue of hallway 
healthcare and_ over- 
crowding has plagued 


Brampton Civic for many 
months, with the facility 
often going into "Code 
Gridlock" as staff strug- 
gle to stay up-to-pace 
with the increasing needs 
of the community. 

The situation has at- 
tracted local and national 
support from politicians 
and party leaders, who 
have campaigned for 
Brampton hospitals to 
have more funding allo- 
cated. Earlier this sum- 
mer, Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown launched 
the "Fair Deal for Bramp- 
ton" petition, which 
seeks to urge the 
province to give a fair 
share of funding to lessen 
overcrowding and elon- 
gated wait times. 

The situation is "may- 
hem", Brown said when 
the event was launched 
at the Brampton Farmers' 
Market in June. "We want 
to see attention to this 
crisis... it's out of con- 
trol." 

In her remarks Tues- 
day, Elliott said that the 
problem over hospital 


overcrowding began with 
the previous government, 
referring to their inaction 
adequately addressing 
the situation. The prob- 
lem has been happening 
for several years, said El- 
liott. 

The issue of healthcare 
overcrowding was also 
highlighted in 2017, 
when Horwath held a 
roundtable discussion 
with former patients at 
Brampton Civic who had 


each spent several days 
waiting on a stretcher in 
various hallways 
throughout the hospital. 
The roundtable was held 
in response to the Wynne 
government's 2017 
budget, which committed 
an additional $9 billion 
toward new hospital con- 
struction projects but 
froze operating budgets 
and cut thousands of 
front-line workers. 
Jamie-Lee Ball, who at- 


tended Brampton Civic 
for abdominal surgery, 
told Peel Weekly News at 
the time that she spent 
five days being shuffled 
between hallways as she 
dealt with complications 
from the operation, in- 
cluding internal bleeding 

"This is a hospital that's 
close to home for us," Ball 
said at the roundtable. 
"The overcapacity is a 
huge concern." 
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Don't Vote for Strangers: Why the GTA Went Red 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


For the second consecu- 
tive federal election, 
Justin Trudeau’s Liberals 
won every riding in the 
Greater Toronto Area en- 
route to victory. 

The Bloc Québécois re- 
built itself, taking seats 
from both the Liberals 
and NDP in Québec. The 
Conservatives dominated 
in the west and nearly 
swept both Saskatchewan 
and Alberta. 

All that left us with the 
sense that Québec and the 
western provinces aren’t 
feeling the love. 

What I fear the most is 
that here in our bubble of 
Ontario, we don’t know 
the feelings of those who 
feel disenfranchised from 
the rest of Canada. 

Democracy obliges us to 
let the current govern- 
ment run things while 
they’re in power, but that 
will be difficult consider- 
ing the Liberal minority 
government, and it’s clear 
there are regional divides 
among Canadians. 

We need to work to- 
gether for the future and 
betterment of the coun- 
try. 

It’s worth raising the 
question - why did GTA- 
based voters prefer the 
Liberals over the Conser- 
vatives and the NDP? 

Peel Weekly News 
reached out to members 


of various communities 
across the GTA to find out 
why the Liberals won 
their vote. 

I asked Avtar Singh, a 
57-year-old from Bramp- 
ton, about his thoughts 
about the Liberal win. 

“All incumbents were 
re-elected across Ontario, 
not just Brampton. (1) 
preferred the Liberals be- 
cause, in Brampton, the 
local representatives have 
been visible and involved. 
People like Sonia Sidhu 
are very well-liked,” 
Avtar said. 

“The Conservative can- 
didates are all unknown 
and recently nominated. 
No one had any reason to 
vote for a person they 
don’t know and _ have 
never seen is loved in the 
city. There needs to be a 
better selection process 
for stronger candidates. 
The same applies to NDP 
- last-minute appointed 
candidates who never got 
time to know the people 
and people never got a 
chance to know them 
well. Also, I think NDP 
leader Jagmeet Singh 
thought it’s his area, (and 
that) people will honour 
him and vote the same 
way to him and _ his 
brother when they ran for 
the provincial election. 
But sadly, that never hap- 
pened.” 

I asked Jagdish Grewal, 
the editor of the Bramp- 
ton-based newspaper, 
Punjabi Post, why did vot- 
ers in the GTA prefer the 
Liberals over the Conser- 
vatives and the NDP? 

“It’s the Ontario PC fac- 


tor,” Grewal replied. 
“Conservative nomina- 
tion screwups, (Stephen) 
Harper’s statement in the 
CIFF event on Sikhs. An- 
drew Scheer not visiting 
any Gurdwaras. After the 
Conservative leadership 
race, no efforts were 
made to bring on old Con- 
servatives’ workers to 
bring them together.” 

While talking about 
NDP Grewal said, “NDP 
leader [Jagmeet Singh] 
shines very late in the 
Ontario area. His popu- 
larly rose after advance 
polls. Young voters’ pref- 
erence was Jagmeet be- 
cause celebrities started 
following him. The other 
biggest effect was that 
the NDP were late in ap- 
pointing their candidates. 
[We didn’t meet them] in 
advance to know them 
well.” 

Satpal Johal, host at 
Toronto’s SSTV, said that 
the majority of diverse 
populations are able to 
connect themselves with 
Liberals. 

“Justin’s announcement 
to stop Conservatives 
sparked voters and many 
groups polarized and pre- 
ferred to support the Lib- 
erals directly instead of 
supporting the NDP,” said 
Johal. 

“They thought if NDP 
will build a coalition with 
Liberals, then why not 
support Liberals directly. 
So, no logical need for 
NDP as a bypass. In On- 
tario, the anti-Ford factor 
did work for the benefit 
of Liberals, and it hit Con- 
servatives. Many voters 


were determined to stop 
Conservatives.” 

Bruce Marshall is a 
Brampton-based activist 
and advocate, who ran for 
regional councillor of 
Brampton Wards 7 and 8 
last year. He’s also a well- 
known Toronto radio 
broadcaster, having been 
on CHUM Radio for 20 
years. 

Marshall said that vot- 
ers went with what they 
knew - and who had been 
doing something for 
Brampton. 

“Tt’s tough to replace an 
incumbent who is deliv- 
ering - and I think the 
Liberals delivered over 
the past four years,” said 
Marshall. 

“Not the NDP for the 
above - but also because 
the NDP weren’t prepared 
going into the election. 
The NDP seems to run en- 
tirely on central control. 
They’ve got riding associ- 
ations across the country 
- but they’re ignored, 
pretty much as if they’re 
a bunch of annoying band 
groupies... The one thing 
members heard from 
Central on was - begging 
for money. They don’t 
want your involvement - 
but they do want you to 
open your wallet. Again, 
and again. I don’t know if 
every party is like that - 
but the NDP certainly is.” 

“There needs to be a 
massive house cleaning at 
national [level for the] 
NDP... and definitely at 
the Ontario NDP,” Mar- 
shall continued. 

“Not the Conservatives, 
because I think they were 


running a campaign that 
was mostly founded on 
myths and lies. The Con- 
servatives don’t want to 
acknowledge the fact of 
the climate emergency. I 
think that was a factor for 
many. By far and away it’s 
the most important issue. 
So, the Conservatives 
were the party that had 
nothing to say on an issue 
that faces not only all 
Canadians, but also all of 
mankind. 

“The previous Liberal 
government was not 
spectacular. But they did 
move things forward. 
They didn’t fix all that the 
Harper Conservatives 
broke with veterans — 
but they did fix some. 
They didn’t fix all that the 
Harper Conservatives 
broke with First Nations -— 
but they did fix some. 
And as an activist and ad- 
vocate in the area of 
poverty reduction — a re- 
ally big issue in Peel — I 
appreciate that the Liber- 
als moved that forward in 
great measure. 

“IT look forward to see- 
ing the Liberals move 
these issues further for- 
ward ... But moreover, I 
look forward to the en- 
gagement of our Liberal 
MPs on many issues to 
benefit Brampton. As it 
stands, Brampton is get- 
ting screwed by the Ford 
Nation Conservatives at 
the provincial level as 
part of Ford’s personal 
vendetta. It will be nice 
— and expected — that 
the federal Liberals will 
act like grownups and 
will be there for Bramp- 


ton,” Marshall summa- 
rized. 

In former Brampton 
city councillor Vicky 


Dhillon’s point of view, 
the reason why Ontario 
was mostly coloured red 
Monday night has more 
to do with the other par- 
ties than the Liberals. 

The Conservative 
leader [Andrew Scheer] 
was unable to deliver his 
message and solid plat- 
forms. NDP candidates 
were unknown. Doug 
Ford’s policies also dam- 
aged the Conservative 
candidates,” said Dhillon. 

“Ontarians already sad- 
dled with Doug Ford had 
no stomach for more of 
the same in Ottawa, Mr. 
Scheer should probably 
be replaced. He doesn’t 
have the imagination, nor 
the skills required to coa- 
lesce the country around 
him,” Dhillon continued. 

“(The) bottom line is it’s 
pretty sad showing for 
the Tories in Ontario, but 
otherwise not too sur- 
prising results. Undoubt- 
edly, the flood of 
immigrants into the 
Toronto area helped the 
Libs, and Ford’s perform- 
ance likely didn’t help the 
Tories. That was the 
biggest reason people 
never voted for the Con- 
servative Party. Flip flops 
on candidate nomination 
meant that people from 
Brampton were not 
happy with the Conserva- 
tive Party. Because of all 
this, we have this result is 
in front of us.” 
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No dope - cutting Parent Council funding is a false economy 


by Catherine Soplet 


When cannabis was le- 
galized a year ago on Oct. 
17, 2018. hopes from the 
federal and _ provincial 
governments and _ busi- 
ness associations were - 
literally - high. 

Compare and contrast 
with what happened the 
following day, on Oct. 18. 
During Question Period 
at Queen's Park, a hap- 
penstance question from 
tenacious Education 
critic Marit Stiles tripped 
Education Minister Lisa 
McLeod into letting slip 
what patient parents had 
feared. 

McLeod would not elab- 
orate, but stuck to her 
script. The Ford govern- 
ment had _ "pressed 
pause" on the release of 
funding for parent coun- 
cils, via Parents Reaching 
Out grants. 

First started in 2006, 
the grants awarded up to 
$1,000 for local solutions 
to drive parent engage- 
ment. Parents expected 
the stipend grants in Oct. 
2018 for projects which 
were _— routinely re- 
planned for a fall kickoff. 

Deposits to book expert 


speakers and workshops 
were at risk of being lost. 
Schools serving families 
in high-needs areas 
would not be able to re- 
coup the loss through 


fundraising. 
As a former Toronto 
public Trustee, Stiles 


knew the level of anxiety 
when time budgeted to 
the minute on every 
school day was not exe- 
cuted. 

In comparison to the 
parents it frustrated, the 
Ontario governments 
were also expectant for 
funding. It expected to 
receive some $100 mil- 
lion in the first two years 
of cannabis legalization 
for its role to provincially 
manage product supply 
to retail. 

Moreover, the maiden 
budget of Ontario's new 
government pencilled in 
$35 million for cannabis 
excise tax revenue. 

Cannabis industry en- 
thusiasts tolerated a 
flawed ‘license by lottery' 
scheme, driven by their 
anticipation of retail ex- 
perience stateside, where 
a "solid speculative in- 


vestment" of 30 per cent 
or more Return On In- 
vestment (ROI) was 
touted by business start- 
up consultants such as 
GreenGrowth CPAs. 
After a year of being its 
own worst (and misman- 
agemed) enemy in the 
cannabis business, the 
Ford government rev- 
enues underperformed at 
$67 million, resulting ina 
$42 million deficit. That's 
an interesting way to 


present $100 million 
arithmetic. 
The $35 million in 


cannabis excise tax rev- 
enue also fell short by 
nearly 50per_ cent. 
Bloomberg News _ re- 
ported only $19 million 
was collected. 

The fall and fail of gov- 
ernment budgets were 
the rationale in Oct. 2018 
to axe budgets for com- 
munity and social serv- 
ices, health, education 
and autism services. The 
impact and pain on the 
most vulnerable families 
was bearing down on 
them, mercilessly. 

Some of my family 
members were directly 


affected. A sudden job 
loss of a youth was trig- 
gered by the smell on 
Monday morning's jacket 
following a weekend cel- 
ebration of legalized 
recreational cannabis. 

Anxiety of a deaf senior 
whose ancillary ODSP 
moving benefits were cut 
threw up barriers that 
could make possible a 
medically-necessary 
move from a basement 
unit into a level-living 
apartment, without 
stairs. 

Ultimately, the senior's 
fall before the move 
could be organized led to 
emergency hospital ad- 
mittance. 

Care was impaired and 
improper care arising 
from a lack of access to 
sign language translation 
services, and death-by- 
bedsore some weeks later 
was the result a lack of 
communication over pain 
management. 

As the situation moved 
into the following month, 
parents in schools were 
no longer patiently ac- 
cepting a pause on fund- 
ing. Messaging and 
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images coursed through 
social media channels 
about parent letter-writ- 
ing campaigns, petitions, 
meetings and protests at 
Member of Provincial 
Parliament offices. 
School Boards were as- 
sailed, with deputations 
to request advocacy on 
behalf of parents to re- 
cover their costs. 

Compared to the mis- 
managed cannabis file, 
the $4.6 million allocated 
in 2017-2018 for parent 
council projects is a 
rounding error. Funds 
were distributed over 
2400 public school proj- 
ects, to serve about 40 
per cent of Ontario's 
schools and_ perhaps 
800,000 of Ontario's 2.1 
million public education 
students. 

Let's say... a per student 
investment of $5 in the 
hands of caring adults 
volunteering high quality 
time to build student suc- 
cess. 

Ultimately, the 2018- 
2019 funding was an- 
nounced via e-mail after 
4 pm on the Friday after- 
noon ahead of December 


Christmas break. 

There was no press re- 
lease, nor has a list of ap- 
proved schools been 
publicized. In the early 
days of Jan. 2019, the 
Ministry of Education 
took down the archive of 
projects from its website, 
in a foreshadowing of the 
cessation of the PRO 
grant funding. 

At its first meeting 
after the Christmas 
break, in Jan. 2019, Peel 
District School Board 
published its list of 148 
schools to which $155,213 
was allocated. 

Parent volunteer time 
leverages a value yield of 
$3.32 million -- an ROI of 
21.05. The value add does 
not include what is 
known to become future 
success and wellbeing, 
the reduced costs for 
healthcare, mental 
health, policing and fu- 
ture economic prospects 
of students. 

The impact of these 
cuts will be felt as stu- 
dents move into second- 
ary school, and possibly 
impact graduation rates. 
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Opinion 
Do the Liberals have any regard for the budget deficit? 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Justin Trudeau's Liberal 
Party is set to form a mi- 
nority government, win- 
ning 157 out of a total of 
338 seats in Canada's 43rd 
parliamentary election. 

In 2015, the Liberal Party 
won 184 seats with 39.5 
per cent of the vote, and 
has now secured 33.1 per 
cent of the vote. Thus, the 
Liberal Party got 27 fewer 
seats and 6.4 per cent 
fewer votes than in 2015. 

In Canada's history, nine 
different prime ministers 
have formed 13 minority 
governments. The Liberal 
Party is going to form its 
own minority government 
with the lowest vote per- 
centage (33.1 per cent) 
under the guidance of 
Justin Trudeau. 

In contrast, under the 
leadership of Andrew 
Scheer, the Conservative 
Party won 121 seats with 
34.4 per cent of the vote, 
and in 2015 it won with 
31.9% of the vote. The 
Conservative Party re- 
ceived 1.3 per cent more 
votes than the Liberal 
Party, but the 'regional di- 
vision' got fewer seats. 

The Liberal Party, which 
is forming the govern- 


ment, received a total of 
5,915,950 votes, while the 
Conservative Party de- 
feated the Liberal Party 
with a total of 6,155,662. 

In terms of seats, the re- 
gional party Bloc Québé- 
cois, which came in third 
place, has pushed the NDP 
to the fourth position with 
32 seats. In the year 2015, 
Bloc Québécois won at 
least ten seats. 

The Bloc received 7.7 per 
cent of the votes at the na- 
tional level, but in Quebec, 
where they contested, they 
secured 32.5 per cent of 
the vote, leaving the NDP 
in the state. 

The NDP, led by Jagmeet 
Singh, won 24 seats with a 
total of 15.9 per cent of the 
vote, which is less than 20 
seats in 2015 when the 
NDP won 44 seats and 
gained 19.7 per cent of the 
vote. Thus, the NDP got 
3.8 per cent fewer votes. 

The Green Party has won 
a total of three seats with 
6.5 per cent of the vote, 
while former Cabinet Min- 
ister Jody Wilson-Ray- 
bould, who was ousted 
from the Liberal Party, 
won her seat from BC as 
an independent candidate. 


The new People's Party 
of Canada, formed by 
Maxime Bernier, left the 
Conservative Party, has 
crushed the Conservative 
Party by 1.6 per cent of the 
vote, but no seat was won. 

The Liberal Party did not 
get a single seat in Alberta 
and Saskatchewan, while 
Manitoba received only 
four seats and BC only 11 
seats. Thus, the Liberal 
Party in the West (four 
states) from Ontario has 
won only 15 seats. Experts 
also call it the West-West 
Division of the country. 

The Liberal Party is 
dominant in the East, in- 
cluding Ontario, while the 
Conservative Party is dom- 
inant in the Western 
provinces, despite winning 
seats in every state. Some 
experts even call it the 
Urban and Rural Distribu- 
tion, because the Liberals 
are pervading the urban 
areas. Some other experts 
are also calling it the name 
of the ethnic division be- 
cause the number of immi- 
grants is higher where the 
Liberal Party is running. 
All three of these ideas 
have their own weight. 

With the formation of a 


new government before 
the minority Liberals, the 
challenges begin because 
it will not be easy to give 
Western states a place in 
the cabinet. 

Not a single Liberal MP 
was elected in either of the 
two provinces, and 
Trudeau devoid of political 
parties declared the Sen- 
ate. 

The Liberal Party offered 
a clear picture of the coun- 
try during the elections, 
but the facts tell more. 

Canada's Native commu- 
nities are spending days in 
poverty, and many Native 
tribes have no access to 
safe drinking water. Ac- 
cording to Statistics 
Canada, 3.4 million Cana- 
dians (9.5 per cent of the 
population) were below 
the poverty line in 2017, 
which cannot be consid- 
ered a picture of a devel- 
oped country. 

Due to rising house 
prices and rents, the lives 
of ordinary people have 
become very expensive. 

According to the Cana- 
dian Taxpayers Federa- 
tion, Canada's total debt is 
$695 billion today, and it 
costs $26.2 billion a year 


THE COMPASS 
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We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 


* Volunteer 


* Host a food drive 
* Follow us on social media 


to pay interest on the debt, 
which equates to about 
$2.2 billion a month. 

Trudeau has presented 
deficit budgets for the past 
four years and raised 
nearly $70 billion in na- 
tional debt. 

According to Trudeau's 
election program, next 
year's (2019-20) budget 
will be $27.4 billion in 
deficit, followed by a $23.7 
billion deficit next year, 
followed by a $21.8 billion 
deficit and a fourth-year 
deficit of $21 billion. That 
would raise $94 billion 
more debt over four years, 
bringing Canada's total 
federal debt to about $800 
billion. 

If the minority Liberal 
government requires the 
NDP in the budget bill or 
on the assurance resolu- 
tion, the NDP will set its 
own terms, which will re- 
quire further spending. If 
the NDP demands phar- 
macare and dental cover- 
age, the budget deficit will 
increase. 

Experts say the 'appro- 
priate’ national pharma- 
care program could cost 
$40-45 billion annually. 
The widow-only pharma- 


care program can run for 
$8-10 billion periodically, 
with coverage for a limited 
number of generic drugs. 

In its four-year term, the 
Liberal government has 
proved to be a costly gov- 
ernment that has _ ab- 
solutely no regard for the 
growing budget deficit. 

Governments borrow or 
pay taxes to raise more 
than their income and do 
both. Debt today can actu- 
ally be a tax hike tomor- 
row or a cut in services. 

On the one hand, Justin 
Trudeau buys $4.5 billion 
worth of unmanaged oil 
pipelines and on the other 
hand, imposes a carbon 
tax, joining hands with 
those who strongly oppose 
the construction of oil 
pipelines. 

The NDP, which Trudeau 
may need at the time of 
the trust vote, also op- 
poses pipelines. People 
have made $4.5 billion, but 
Trudeau still doesn't know 
what to do with it. The 
carbon tax has to go up 
every year. 

In the second inning of 
Trudeau, it looks like 
budget deficits, total debt, 
and taxes will all increase. 


www.thecompass.ca 
f w © CompassFoodBank 
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Board apologizes for 


by Catherine Soplet 


Aracist comment made 
during a community meet- 
ing has led the Peel District 
School Board to issue a 
public statement on the 
matter. 

For a second time in as 
many meetings, the public 
gallery at the HJA Brown 
Education Centre was full 
with nearly 150 Peel resi- 
dents, predominantly from 
the Black community, and 
their allies. 

The prior meeting on Oct. 
10 had ended abruptly 
when the Chair's rules of 
procedure left community 
members who wished to 
delegate the Board, stand- 
ing inaudibly at the micro- 
phone. They were cut off by 
the sound technician, as the 
meeting was adjourned by 
the Chair and Trustees left 
the room. 

To allay the tensions in 
the room, Acting-Chair Sue 
Lawton opened the school 
board’s Oct. 22 board meet- 
ing with an apology. She 
gave assurances that no one 
would be interrupted. 

As a result, the meeting 
ran nearly five hours, con- 
cluding after midnight. All 
delegations were heard, 
and more than 20 public 
questions were received. 
Normally, time constraints 
for delegati 
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The incident that trig- 
gered public frustration 
was a racist comment made 
by one Trustee in conversa- 
tion with two others during 
a meeting with Peel District 
School Board staff, in Apr. 
2019. 

Brampton Trustee Will 
Davies referred to McCrim- 
mon Middle School as “Mc- 
Criminal” during a 
conversation with two 
trustees and PDSB staff. 

He has since apologized 
in the face of uproar from 
the community and col- 
leagues, The school popula- 
tion has a _ considerable 
number of black and brown 
students. 

During the Oct. 22 board 
meeting, and later in an is- 
sued statement, PDSB Di- 
rector of Education Peter 
Joshua said that the matter 
was put before its inde- 
pendent office of the In- 
tegrity Commissioner. 

When a complaint is 
under review, the normal 
protocol is often to offer no 
comment until the Commis- 
sioner makes a ruling. 

However, the sequester- 
ing and festering of the in- 
cident has proven to be the 
larger problem. 

Alexa Dawson, represent- 
ing the Ontario Alliance of 
Black School Educators, 
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“McCriminal” remark at packed meeting 


picked up where she had 
left off on Oct. 10, by read- 
ing a letter from OABSE 
condemning the actions of 
the Board, that shuttled 
students into a "school-to- 
prison" pipeline. 

The April matter was first 
aired in the August meeting 
of the Board, when Trustee 
Kathy McDonald raised the 
issue. Davies did not apolo- 
gize at that time. 

"The decision to hold off 
on a statement was made in 
an effort to minimize the 
trauma to students, staff 
and families at McCrim- 
mon," said Joshua. 

"What we have learned, 
and what we know now, is 
that not issuing a statement 
resulted in members of our 
community, especially 
members of the Black com- 
munity, feeling unsup- 
ported and abandoned," he 
wrote. "Through our poli- 
cies, beliefs and values, the 
Peel District School Board 
condemns anti-Black 
racism." 

The remedy is to continue 
the conversation, no matter 
how unpleasant. 

McDonald spoke for more 
than ten minutes about her 
frustrations to get answers 
and remedies for the Mc- 
Crimmon community, and 
brought forward a Notice of 


Motion to have the name 
changed, to free the resi- 
dents from prior aspersions 
and to consult on what the 
new school name could be. 

The We Rise Together 
program to support Black 
student achievement was 
first adopted in Nov. 2016. 

"While much is done, 
there is much more to do," 
said McDonald, who has 


championed the creation 
and roll-out of the anti- 
Black racism program since 
she sat a co-chair on the 
Board's Parent Involvement 
Commuittee. 

Ahead of the Board's next 
meeting on Nov. 13, staff in- 
cluding members of Peel's 
Association of African 
Canadian Educators 
(PAACE) will meet with 


parents and students of Mc- 
Crimmon School, with the 
We Rise Together Commu- 
nity Advisory Council com- 
prised of parents and 
community members. 

The meeting's purpose 
will determine how to ex- 
pand opportunities to gen- 
uinely engaged in 
community conversations 
systemic discrimination. 


More than 150 residents pack the HJA Brown Education Cente on Oct. 22 dueing a meeting? 
discussing comments made towards MicCrimmon,Public Schoo! omOct. 22,.2019.(PWN Staff) 


New transit line comes to Bolton Mississauga man charged 


after string of robberies 


Caledon will soon get 
another boost to its tran- 
sit system, as a new bus 
line servicing com- 
muters will begin next 
month. 

The Town announced 
last week that the new 
“Bolton Line” will start 
on Monday, Nov. 11, and 
will service 27 new bus 
stops in the local area, 
including destinations 
on King Street, Coleraine 
Drive and Highway 50, 
among other key loca- 
tions. 

The bus line will run 
Monday through Friday 
from 6-9:30 a.m., and 
from 3-6:30 p.m. The 
buses will be operated 
by Voyago (Voyageur 
Transportation), who 
have been contracted by 
the Town to operate the 


buses. 

The news comes as 
welcome relief to com- 
muters in the Bolton 
area and will add to the 
Town’s transit capabili- 
ties, said Mayor Allan 
Thompson. 

“Pm thrilled we can 
offer a local public tran- 
sit option in the Bolton 
area, the second transit 
line announced in 2019” 
Thompson said last 
week.. “This will give 
residents an environ- 
mentally-friendly and 
cost-effective option to 
connect them to jobs, ed- 
ucation and community” 

The new line is the sec- 
ond launch for a new 
transit option in the last 
three months, following 
the introduction of the 
new Zum Mayfield West 


line, which began on 
Sep. 3. 

In a statement, the 
Town said it will con- 
tinue to explore addi- 
tional public transit 
across Caledon that are 
cost-effective, environ- 
mentally sustainable and 
convenient for residents, 
as outlined in the Town’s 
Transit Feasibility Study. 

The development 
marks the latest in a se- 
ries of twists and turns 
that have seen Caledon’s 
transit routes become 
the focus of media atten- 
tion. 

Earlier this summer, 
the major GO Bus line 
that runs from Malton to 
Caledon was put on the 
chopping block, as the 
province moved forward 
with cuts to several GO 


Bus lines throughout the 
GTA. 

The Route 38 (Malton 
to Bolton) and Route 
38A (Bolton to North 
York) lines was set to be 
discontinued as of June 
29. a short time after an 
announcement from the 
province that it would be 
focusing on expanding 
GO train services at key 
segments into a two- 
way, all-day rapid transit 
service which runs every 
15 minutes, via the “GO 
Expansion Program”. 

That decision was later 
reversed, with the 
province and Town indi- 
cating that they would 
continue to look for op- 
tions that would benefit 
commuters. 


- With PWN Files 


A Mississauga man is 
under arrest in connec- 
tion with a string of 
robberies, Peel Police 
announced last week. 

Investigators from the 
Central Robbery Bureau 
said the robberies oc- 
curred between Oct. 1 
and Oct. 18, when the 
suspect five banks and 
four retail stores lo- 
cated throughout Peel 
Region. 

During each robbery, 
the accused would enter 
the premise while 
armed with a handgun 
and make a demand for 
money. After obtaining 
a quantity of cash, the 
accused would flee the 
area in a grey Ford F- 
150 pickup truck with a 
orange construction 
light mounted on a rack 


behind the truck cab. 

A 31-year-old man, 
who was not identified 
by name as of press 
time, was arrested on 
Oct. 18 and charged 
with nine counts of rob- 
bery, nine counts of 
using an _ imitation 
firearm while commit- 
ing an indictable of- 
fence, and nine counts 
of wearing a disguise 
with intent to commit a 
crime 

The suspect appeared 
in Brampton court on 
Oct. 19 for a hearing. 

Anyone with informa- 
tion regarding this inci- 
dent is asked to contact 
investigators with the 
Central Robbery Bureau 
at (905)453-2121 ext. 
3410. 
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News BUSINESS 


Chief of staff tapped for interim CEO at Osler 


A Brampton hospital’s 
chief of staff has been 
picked as the interim 
CEO, it was announced 
last week. 

Dr. Frank Martino, the 
chief of staff at William 
Osler Health System, was 
take over the role of in- 
terim president and CEO 
on Dec. 13, replacing de- 
parting CEO Dr. Brendan 
Carr, the company said. 

Carr, who is still serv- 


ing as CEO until Dec. 12, 
will be leaving his role to 
take over the past of 


president CEOat the 
Nova Scotia Health Au- 
thority. 


Osler board chair Jane 
McMillian said that the 
health system is fortu- 
nate to have a strong, 
committed leader who 
can step up to take on the 
important role. 

“Dr. Martino’s passion 


for health care and 
strong connection to this 
community makes him 
an excellent choice to 
serve in this capacity, and 
move Osler forward 
through the exciting 
times ahead, McMillian 
said last week. 

In addition to his Chief 
of Staff role and Chief of 
Family Medicine role 
(2006 - 2015), Dr. Mar- 
tino has been practicing 


family medicine’ in 
Brampton for over 25 
years. He is still active in 
obstetrics and inpatient 
care, as well as in the 
emergency departments 
and urgent care centre 
across Osler’s three sites, 
which include Etobicoke 
General Hospital and the 
Peel Memorial Centre for 
Integrated Health. 

Dr. Martino is also a 
former Board Chair of 
the Ontario College of 
Family Physicians and 
continues to sit on vari- 
ous committees that look 
at improving quality and 
the delivery of health 
care both in Ontario, and 
across the country. 

In a statement, Osler’s 
board of directors said 
that they have created a 
search committee to lead 
a recruitment process to 
find a new president and 
CEO. 


Local brokers charged after securities offences 


Apair of Mississauga- 
based brokers have been 
charged with offences 
under the provincial Secu- 
rities Act in relation to 
trading while prohibited, 
the Ontario Securities 
Commission (OSC) an- 
nounced late last week. 
Chandramattie Dave and 
Ravindra Dave (aka Dave 
Ravindra) of Mississauga, 
Ontario, were both charged 
with one count each of 
trading without registra- 
tion, as well as one count 
each of trading in securi- 
ties while prohibited re- 
lated to an order from Aug. 
27, 2015, the agency said. 

The allegations primarily 
relate to investments that 
they were promoting and 
selling through the com- 
pany Wealth-e Group be- 
tween Aug. 1, 2016 and July 
13, 2018. The Daves raised 
hundreds of thousands of 


dollars through the promo- 
tion, which was said to 
“have targeted vulnerable 
investors”, according to a 
statement by the agency. 

Both individuals were 
sanctioned on Aug. 27, 
2015 by the OSC for viola- 
tions of Ontario securities 
law. In a settlement agree- 
ment, they admitted to un- 
registered trading and 
illegal distribution through 
the sale of securities, rais- 
ing roughly $5.4 million 
through approximately 34 
Ontario investors. 

Chandramattie Dave was 
banned from trading in se- 
curities for 20 years, while 
Ravindra Dave received a 
lifetime ban. Both also re- 
ceived significant mone- 
tary sanctions. 

The OSC takes allega- 
tions involving previously 
sanctioned individuals 
very seriously, said en- 


forcement director Jeff 
Kehoe. "The investigation 
and prosecution of recidi- 
vists are a priority for the 
Commission and are criti- 
cal for investor confidence 
in our capital markets." 

As a result of the OSC 
Order from Aug. 27, 2015, 
both Chandramattie Dave 
and Ravindra Dave con- 
tinue to be subject to a 
cease trade order prohibit- 
ing them from engaging in 
the business of trading or 
selling securities. 

Both individuals will ap- 
pear in Brampton court on 
Dec. 2 to answer to the 
charges. 

The investigation was 
conducted by Staff within 
OSC that investigate quasi- 
criminal and criminal of- 
fences related to securities, 
including the investigation 
of alleged recidivists. The 
primary objective is to pro- 


tect investors and further 
enhance confidence in the 
Canadian capital markets 
through effective enforce- 
ment, the agency said. 
Quasi-criminal charges 
are prosecuted by the OSC. 
Charges laid under the 
Criminal Code are prose- 


cuted by the Ministry of 
the Attorney General. 

To date, OSC Enforce- 
ment has pursued 46 
quasi-criminal and crimi- 
nal matters involving 65 
accused. 

Investors who were so- 
licited by Chandramattie 


° fol (Cegp 
PEC, Helin say 


Dave, Ravindra Dave 
and/or representatives of 
Wealth-e Group to make 
investments in a travel 
program or promissory 
note should contact the 
OSC's Contact Centre at 1- 
877-785-1555 (Toll Free) or 
inquiries @o0sc.gov.on.ca. 
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Protest planned over LRT transformer Upcoming conference highlights 
Brampton cybersecurity 


This weekend, resi- 
dents in central Missis- 
sauga will demonstrate 
against plans by the 
province’s regional trans- 
portation agency, to place 
a giant transformer in the 
middle of their neigh- 
bourhood. 

The residents will ex- 
press their opposition to 
a new transformer being 
built by Metrolinx as part 
of the LRT development, 
which had a major con- 
struction contract ap- 
proved last week, by 
displaying a colourful, ac- 
tual size model of the 
unit — constructed with a 
single large shipping con- 
tainer - and displaying it 
in the location where the 
transformer is slated to 
go, the parking lot of 20 
Kingsbridge Garden Cir- 
cle, Mississauga. 

This site is surrounded 
by nine large condo- 
minium buildings, and 
would be dangerous if 
placed in the middle of a 
thriving residential and 
commercial neighbour- 


hood, said community 
spokesperson Grant 
Gorchynski. 

“It’s insane that 


Metrolinx wants to con- 
struct (this),” said 
Gorchynski. “We con- 


structed our model to 
show just how large and 
overwhelming this mon- 
strosity would be. It 
makes no sense on any 
level. We’re determined 
to stop it.” 

The planned _trans- 
former would be part of 
the 18-kilometre 
Hurontario LRT, which 
will connect the Port 
Credit GO Station in Mis- 
sissauga to the Gateway 
Terminal in Brampton. 
It’s scheduled for comple- 
tion in the fall of 2024. 

Metrolinx has desig- 
nated 19 LRT stations. 
Kingsbridge, one of the 
most densely-populated 
communities along the 
route with a population 


of more than 10,000, 
does not have any 
planned stop, and a com- 
munity action group is 
working to get one, said 
Gorchynski. 

“Metrolinx is not only 
ignoring the transit needs 
of Kingsbridge, it’s fur- 
ther victimizing the peo- 
ple of this community by 
planning to drop a giant 
transformer here,” he 
said. “That will present 
significant health and 
safety hazards, and 
sharply reduce the value 
of homes and businesses 
in the community.” 

The event will begin at 
1 p.m. in the parking lot 
on Sunday, Nov. 3 at 20 
Kingsbridge Circle. 


= 


The value of cybersecurity, cross-border 
Trade, and the digital economy will be dis- 
cussed next month during a special confer- 
ence being hosted at Lionhead Conference 
Centre in Brampton. 

“Enabling Smart, Secure Systems” is the 
focus of the upcoming conference, which 
will be hosted on Tuesday, Nov. 19, co- 
hosted by Rogers Cybersecure Catalyst at 
Ryerson University and The U.S. Consulate 
General in Toronto and presented by the 
City of Brampton 

With Canada and the United States being 
vital economic and security partners, ro- 
bust cooperation and engagement across 
the border, therefore, is critical to the eco- 
nomic prosperity, safety, and security of 
both countries and their citizens. The theme 
will be emphasized at the conference with 
a series of keynote presenters, including in- 


dustry experts, politicians, professors and 
many more. 

The conference will bring together ex- 
perts from industry, academia, and govern- 
ment to discuss how technology is driving 
efficiencies in cross-border trade, but also 
new cybersecurity risks. 

Key issues to be discussed include the 
changing nature of logistics, advancements 
in trade enabling technology (blockchain), 
cybersecurity challenges and solutions, and 
the importance of ongoing collaboration. 

The event will run from 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. at 
Lionhead, located at 8525 Mississauga 
Road. Admission is free for the event, 
though limited tickets are available. 

For more information or to register, visit 
eventbrite.com/e/cybersecurity-cross-bor- 
der-trade-the-digital-economy-tickets- 
74469092059. 


Provincial investment aims to support local food banks 


The province is propos- 
ing changes to remove 
unnecessary barriers for 
food banks, not-for-profit 
organizations and chari- 
ties involved in food do- 
nation and community 
feeding to make it easier 
to help people in need. 

Earlier this week, Min- 
ister of Health Christine 
Elliott, social services 
Minister Todd Smith, 
and Associate Minister of 
Small Business Prabmeet 
Sarkaria announced that 
the province is proposing 
to allow organizations 
that serve low risk foods, 
like fresh fruit and pre- 
packaged items, to oper- 


ate without 
industrialized cleaning 
equipment meant for 


restaurants and a certi- 


fied food-handler onsite. 
Currently, the province 
doesn't distinguish be- 
tween fast-food chain 
restaurants and the vari- 
ous not-for-profit soup 
kitchens like Knights’ 
Table in Brampton, after 
school programs and new 
and innovative food res- 
cue and delivery organi- 
zations which operate in 
schools, community cen- 
tres, churches, mosques, 
temples and synagogues. 

"The province has many 
important regulations to 
support the health and 
safety of all Ontarians, 
which remains our key 
priority," said Elliott. 
"However, some rules are 
unnecessarily burden- 
some on_ not-for-profit 
and charitable organiza- 


tions that help support 
people and families in 
our communities with 
food insecurities. Our 
proposed changes are a 
direct response to the 
needs of these organiza- 
tions. Food banks and 
charities should spend 
their time and resources 
helping those in need." 

The proposed changes 
will ensure these organi- 
zations are preparing 
food safely while exempt- 
ing them from requiring 
a set number of hand- 
washing stations, at least 
one food handler or su- 
pervisor on site and other 
stipulations. 

"All too often, regula- 
tions make things harder 
than they should be," said 
Sarkaria. "We're fixing 


ulations." 


regulations that have led 
to unintentional conse- 
quences — like getting in 
the way of food banks 
and religious charities 
that are committed to 
serving others and feed- 
ing the less fortunate 
among us.” 

The proposed exemp- 
tion is part of a targeted 
approach to reduce regu- 
latory burdens across 
several sectors, including 
farming, trucking, con- 
struction, health care and 
restaurants throughout 
the province. 

"We have been outspo- 
ken advocates for food 
safety training, educa- 
tion, and oversight that 
both understands the ca- 
pacity that exists in the 
non-profit sector and 


keeps people safe," said 
Lori Nikkel, the CEO of 
Second Harvest. "With 
growing opportunities to 
rescue surplus food, we 
are seeing gaps that may 
prevent food programs 
from providing good, 
healthy food to some of 
our most vulnerable pop- 


"Community meal pro- 
grams and food banks 
play a vital role in meet- 
ing the immediate needs 
of our most vulnerable 
residents," said Neil Het- 
herington, the CEO of 
Daily Bread Food Bank. 
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Our Priorities for the Fall Legislative Season 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


After a productive and full 
legislative year, all MPPs 
have had the opportunity to 
return to their constituen- 
cies throughout the summer. 

I have been lucky to spend 
this summer continuing to 
engage with the people of 
Dufferin-Caledon to discuss 
how the government can 
best support our community. 

For example, I was re- 
cently pleased to announce 
that the Headwaters Health 
Care Centre is receiving an 
additional investment of 
$2.74 million as part of the 
province’s plans to increase 
investments in hospitals and 
to help end hallway health 
care. 

As we return to Queen’s 
Park for this fall’s legislative 
session, I want to take the 
opportunity to reflect on the 
priorities I have heard from 
Dufferin-Caledon residents 


during this summer. 

Recently, I toured two of 
Dufferin-Caledon’s small 
businesses along with Pre- 
mier Ford: Garden Foods 
Market and Husky Injection 
Molding Systems, in Bolton. 

When I meet with our 
small businesses and job 
creators, I have consistently 
heard about the need to con- 
tinue our efforts to reduce 
red tape and the regulatory 
burden impacting their suc- 
cess in our community. 

To that end, I am pleased 
that Minister Prabmeet 
Sarkaria, our Associate Min- 
ister of Small Business and 
Red-tape Reduction, has 
launched an online portal 
for you to directly submit 
your suggestions on how we 
can reduce red tape so that 
you and your business can 
succeed. 

Since taking office, our 


government has _ brought 
forward two major red-tape 
reduction bills, the Making 
Ontario Open for Business 
Act, and Restoring Ontario’s 
Competitiveness Act. 

I am looking forward to 
continuing in our commit- 
ment to reduce the regula- 
tory burden on Ontario’s 
small businesses during 
thislegislative session. 

If you are interested in 
submitting your feedback 
for our next red-tape reduc- 
tion initiative, you can send 
in your’ feedback to 
ontario.ca/redtape. 

Another priority I regu- 
larly hear about is the need 
for a new animal welfare 
model in Ontario. As Solici- 
tor General, animal welfare 
remains one of the topics I 
receive the most correspon- 
dence about. 

After the Ontario Society 


for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals stopped its role 
in enforcing Ontario’s ani- 
mal welfare laws earlier this 
year, I committed to ensur- 
ing that a new system was in 
place by the new year. 

The welfare of our animals 


is a major concern for the 
people across Ontario, and it 
is a priority for our govern- 
ment. I am looking forward 
to meeting this commitment 
and ensuring that Ontario 
has a provincial animal wel- 
fare system that we can all 


be proud of. I want to en- 
courage any Dufferin-Cale- 
don residents with questions 
or feedback about our gov- 
ernment’s priorities for this 
legislative session to reach 
out to my office at 519-941- 
7751. 


Caledon Business Profile - Davis Feed and Farm Supply 


Davis Feed and Farm Supply 
started in 1989, but the Davis 
family farmed the land for 30 
years before that. Owner Sean 
Davis recently spoke about his 
family, business and legacy. 


Q) When did your family 
settle here? 

A) In 1951, my grandparents 
bought this property. This big 
farm house was built in 1861 
on 112 acres. At that time, the 
property was split by the rail- 
way - there was a train com- 
ing through, but Grampa 
owned both sides. Now that’s 
all gone and it’s the Caledon 
Trailway. 

Gramma took care of the 
chickens and eggs, and they 
also had pigs, dairy cows and 
grew hay and oats. My dad 
and aunt lived here as well. 
Now on the farm is my par- 
ents, my wife and I and our 
two kids. 

At one point five years ago, 
there were four generations 
living on the farm. My grand- 
father has since passed. It’s 
great that my grandparents 
got to see things evolve. 

In 1989, my father, John, 
started Davis Feed and Farm 
Supply. 

Q) What is the business 
now? 

A) Davis Feed and Farm 
Supply was started as an agri- 
cultural supplier for cow, 
horse, and chicken feed. We 
are a retail outlet. 

We sell six major brands in 
the store, but there’s hun- 
dreds of different types of 
feed. We sell other things too 


like fences, gates - really any- 
thing for your farm. 

We have a garden centre in 
the spring, and mums in the 
fall, and Christmas trees at 
the holiday season. We grow 
oats which are sold as horse 
feed in the store, but we have 
also started selling pumpkins 
and squash which are grown 
on site. 

And we have 300 chickens - 
we sell a lot of eggs! Then 
there’s the sunflowers, which 
are grown for our bird seed, 
oil, and honey. 


Q) How do you fit into all of 
this, when did you start in the 
business? 

A) Since I was a kid, we 
were always helping Grampa 
on the farm. Our summer jobs 
were always doing the hay or 
whatever around here. But 
then I went to school for busi- 
ness and computer systems. 
Seneca College, and Ryerson 
for Information Technology 
Management. The more I got 
into it, the less I was enjoying 
it. I was living at home and I 
just wanted to be home and 
help dad out on the farm. 

Once I was committed and 
Dad knew he could rely on me 
with the farm and business, 
that’s when all the brain- 
storming happened about 
how to expand our business. 
Adding the garden centre (in 
2007) was the first expansion 
of the business. 

I worked at the Foodland in 
Caledon East for years, I 
needed the income - then 
would come home and work 


on the farm and business 
here. 


Q) Who is working the 
farm? How many staff do you 
have? 

A) It’s a big collaboration. 
My father and I work full time 
at Davis Feed & Farm Supply, 
so does my wife. On the Farm 
we all split the work that 
needs to be done after the 
store is closed and on week- 
ends. 

My Uncle Dave and cousin 
Steve help with the farm work 
too in the spring. 

Davis Feed operates year- 
round and keeps us busy all 
day. Everything else becomes 
our nighttime jobs - to get 
everything planted, picking 
pumpkins or squash, pressing 
oil. 

(We) employ eight full time 
staff, then we have three peo- 
ple for the garden centre. For 
the two weeks of sunflower 
time, we hire an additional 13 
people, mostly students, to 
help us out. 


Q) When did the sunflowers 
become part of the business? 

A) About 12 years ago, we 
started growing sunflowers 
and little by little, we ex- 
panded. It was grown for 
birdseed. It has been great for 
us. Other farmers in Caledon 
grow sunflowers and we take 
their seed as well. 

At one point, we had about 
120 acres of sunflowers grow- 
ing around Caledon supplying 
seed for the store, now we 
have 65 acres here and then 


there are other farms. Every 
acre of sunflowers yields 
about a ton of seed, which we 
will sell through the store as 
well as through the Caledon 
East Foodland and Mountain 
Wildlife in Caledon Village. 
Caledon loves their birds! 


Q) Do you find the tourism 
aspect of the business over- 
whelming? 

A) It was at first, but it is 
getting better and better... its 
quite a stress - but it’s all pos- 
itive and I love it. The biggest 
issue is parking. You just 
never know what to expect. 
Last year, people were parked 
all over the lawn but this year, 
we have a specific area people 
are directed to and staff to 
handle all of that. Sometimes 
we have to turn people away. 

This year, over 20,000 peo- 
ple came to visit our farm 
within two weeks. 

It’s shocking to learn that 
people are coming here from 
all over the world with sun- 
flowers on their bucket list - 
we met people from Mumbai, 
Dubai, South Africa... who are 
visiting Toronto and want to 
see the sunflowers. 


Q) How do you think your 
business, and especially the 
sunflowers, are benefitting 
the community? 

A) Part of the proceeds for 
the sunflower entry fee are 
donated to the Canadian 
Celiac Foundation. This year 
we raised over $16,000. It’s 
important to us, my son and I 
are both celiac. 


We get other businesses or 
organizations involved, too. 
The Caledon East United 
church came in and sold 
water as a fundraiser and 
Abbeyfield also sold water for 
their establishment. We 
hosted a yoga night for Cale- 
don Community Services and 
The Canadian Celiac Associa- 
tion. There was at total of 
100 people over two nights: it 
was so fun for us. 


Q) What do you find most 
challenging about the busi- 
ness? 

A) My parents live here and 
we live in the house beside 
the original house with our 
two children. It’s a great ex- 
perience for all of us but we 
are also living at work so 
sometimes it’s challenging - 
playing with the kids and 
sometimes people drop in 


wanting to know if the store 
is open. 

We’re open six days a week 
(closed Sunday), when the 
garden centre is open it’s 
seven days/week, sunflowers 
and Christmas trees seven 
days/week and eggs are self- 
serve so seven days a week. 
It’s a lot of work. 

If you love what you do, it’s 
fun, and we’ve chosen it. We 
adapt, to the changing times, 
we learn each season and fill 
in the gaps where we can. 

The customer base changes 
depending on the time of year 
and what they are looking for, 
it keeps it interesting. 


Davis Feed & Farm Supply is 
located at 15770 Mountain- 
view Road, in Caledon. For 
more information, visit davis- 
familyfarm.ca. 
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Working Hard to Build a Foundation for 
Long-term Prosperity 


by Kaleed Rasheed, MPP 


Earlier this year, our gov- 
ernment conducted a review 
of Ontario’s eight regional 
governments and Simcoe 
County, including Peel Re- 
gion. 

Municipalities in the re- 
view have experienced signif- 
icant changes since regional 
governments were first es- 
tablished over 50 years ago. 
We wanted to ensure that the 
current system was respect- 
ing taxpayers’ dollars and 
working efficiently for On- 
tarians. 

We consulted broadly and 
received more than 8,500 
submissions. Two special ad- 
visors, Michael Fenn and Ken 
Seiling, attended nine in-per- 
son sessions and listened to 
almost 100 individuals and 
organizations present their 
ideas on how to improve 
local governments. I want to 
thank them for their hard 
work. 

Steve Clark, our Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and Hous- 
ing, made it very clear that 
our government had no pre- 
determined outcomes for this 
review. We knew from the 
start that it was important to 


TOWN OF CALEDON 


hear what people had to say. 

What we learned through 
the review is that local com- 
munities want to decide what 
is best for them when it 
comes to governance, deci- 
sion-making and the delivery 
of services. 

We have shown over and 
over that we are a govern- 
ment that listens. That’s why 
we consulted in the first 
place, and why we are listen- 
ing to the feedback we re- 
ceived. We will not be 
imposing changes on re- 
gional governments but in- 
stead will work 
collaboratively with our mu- 
nicipal partners. 

We're going to keep work- 
ing in partnership with mu- 
nicipalities so they are 
efficient, effective and can 
meet residents’ needs. 

Building on our previous 
investments, Minister Clark 
recently announced we’re 
providing up to $143 million 
in new funding to municipal- 
ities to help them lower costs 
and improve services for 
local residents. Funding will 
be available to all 444 munic- 
ipalities so they can find 


smarter, more efficient ways 
to operate and focus spend- 
ing on the vital programs and 
services Ontarians rely on. 

And we’re not stopping 
there. We’re going to consult 
with municipalities on 
whether to change the start 
of the municipal fiscal year 
so it’s aligned with the 
provincial and federal gov- 
ernment’s. 

Also, in response to a long- 
standing request from mu- 
nicipalities, we will be giving 
Elections Ontario the respon- 
sibility to manage one voters 
list. 

With Elections Ontario 
managing the list, it will pro- 
vide municipalities with a 
more accurate list, leading to 
fewer corrections for voters 
at polling stations and fewer 
delays for people lined up to 
vote on election day. 

We are working hard to 
build a foundation for long- 
term prosperity for people 
here in Peel and all across the 
province. 

By listening and working 
together, we will help people 
and businesses across On- 
tario thrive. 


BOLTON LINE 


A transit service for Bolton 


Know when the bus arrives. 
To download the app, visit: 
caledon.ca/transit 
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Tough weekend for Steelheads as season continues 


The Mississauga Steel- 
heads travelled to the Slee- 
man Centre to take on the 
Guelph Storm on Sunday 
afternoon. 

The Storm opened the 
scoring, as Andrei 
Bakanov took advantage of 
a giveaway in front of the 
net, beating Kai Edmonds. 
Keean Washkurak had a 
prime opportunity to tie 
the game, one-timing a re- 
bound off an Aidan 
Prueter shot, but was de- 
nied by Nico Daws. 

Guelph added to their 
lead as Keegan Stevenson 
picked the puck up off a 
face-off and fired a shot 
short-side past Edmonds. 
Mississauga headed to the 
locker room trailing 2-0. 

“T thought we were a lit- 
tle sloppy in the defensive 


zone,” said Thomas Harley 
following the first period. 
“We got our chances of- 
fensively. If we clean it up, 
we'll be just fine”. 

With the Steelheads in 
the penalty box, Guelph 
added to their lead in the 
second period with Pavel 
Gogolev ringing a shot off 
the inside of the post. 

The Fish would have an 
opportunity to climb back 
in the game with Guelph 
taking a too many men 
penalty, but couldn’t find a 
way to sneak one past 
Daws. At the end of the 
second period, Missis- 
sauga trailed by a score of 
3-0. 

Ty Collins picked up a 
rebound in front of the net 
off a point shot from Zack 
Terry to it 4-0 midway 


through the third period. 
The Steelheads would bat- 
tle hard putting 14 shots 
on net in the frame, but 
couldn’t buy a bounce. 

Guelph would hold on to 
win by a score of 4-0. Kai 
Edmonds made 24 saves 
in the effort, while Cole 
Schwindt went 15/23 on 
face-offs. 

Sunday’s match follows 
a tough loss on Saturday, 
as the Fish fell 10-3 to the 
Peterborough Petes, anda 
Friday match that resulted 
in a 4-3 loss against the 
Oshawa Generals. 

The Steelheads return to 
the Paramount Fine Foods 
Centre this Friday, Nov. 1 
to take on Arthur Kaliyev 
and the Hamilton Bull- 
dogs. The puck drops at 7 
p.m. 


Local athletes join roster of Tokyo 2020 hopefuls 


Some of Peel Region’s 
elite athletes have been 
picked to join a new ros- 
ter looking to grab the 
gold overseas in upcom- 
ing competition. 

55 elite Canadian ath- 
letes, including Caledon 
rising soccer star Ashley 
Lawrence, Mississauga’s 
basketball phenom RJ 


Barrett and upcoming 
Brampton athlete Gavin 
Smellie were announced 
earlier this week as part 
of the 2019-2021 RBC 
Olympians roster. 

The roster includes an 
impressive group of 
Tokyo 2020 hopefuls 
from communities across 
Canada, including Ellie 


Black (Gymnastics), Jen- 
nifer Abel (Diving), Matt 
Berger (Skateboarding), 
and Penny  Oleksiak 
(Swimming), among oth- 
ers. 

The roster also includes 
RBC Training Ground 
program graduates 
Alanna _ Bray-Lougheed 
(Canoe-Kayak), Jerome 


Blake (Athletics), and 
Pierce LePage (Athletics). 

The RBC Olympians 
program is a national ini- 
tiative that provides sup- 
port to Canadian 
athletes, helping them 
succeed in international 
competition, and as they 
transition into life after 
sport. 

In addition to much- 
needed financial support, 
the program provides 
athletes with opportuni- 
ties to gain valuable ca- 
reer experience 
alongside flexible work 
arrangements. 

RBC Olympians also act 
as ambassadors, spread- 
ing the Olympic mes- 
sages of teamwork, 
excellence, commitment 
and leadership to com- 
munities across Canada. 
Since its inception in 
2002, hundreds of cur- 
rent and newly retired 
Olympians and Para ath- 
letes have benefited from 
the program. 

Through initiatives like 
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RBC Training Ground 
and the RBC Olympians 
program, the bank said t 
is proud to support ama- 
teur athletes at every 
stage of their careers - 
from up and coming 
next-generation talent, to 
multi-Games Olympic 
medallists. 

"We are very excited to 
welcome our new roster 
of RBC Olympians to the 
Team RBC family," said 
Matt McGlynn, vice-pres- 
ident of brand market- 
ing, earlier this week "At 
RBC, we are dedicated to 
helping athletes succeed 
in sport and in life, and 
the RBC Olympians pro- 
gram is uniquely de- 
signed to do just that. 
RBC continues to be a 
proud champion of the 
Olympic Movement in 
Canada, and we look for- 
ward to cheering on our 
RBC Olympians on their 
journey to the Tokyo 
2020 Games and _ be- 
yond." 

"When I first started 


with Team RBC in 2017, I 
was excited to gain valu- 
able career experience 
and use the financial 
support to fill in the gaps 
in my training,” said 
Melissa Humana-Pa- 
rades, Tokyo 2020 RBC 
Olympian and Beach Vol- 
leyball World Champion. 
"But I quickly realized 
the program goes far be- 
yond preparing us for life 
after sport and financial 
support. RBC is much 
more than a financial in- 
stitution; they connect 
and build communities. 
And I couldn't be more 
proud to be a part of this 
program." 

"RBC believed in me 
before anyone else, and 
has supported my 
Olympic dream since day 
one," said Pierce LePage, 
RBC Olympian and Pan 
American Games silver 
medallist. "They truly 
care about supporting 
athletes at every stage, 
and the RBC Olympians 
program reflects this." 
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Bramptons cored six 
goals and Alex Dubeau 
recorded a 27. save 
shutout as the Beast 
downed the Worcester 
Railers 6-0 this past 
weekend. 

The Brampton Beast 
took on the Worcester 
Railers for the second 
time in as many days on 
Sunday afternoon. 

The Beast continued 
their winning streak last 
night by taking a 5-2 de- 
cision. They were pow- 
ered by a-_— great 
performance from Chris 
Clapperton, Brenden 
Miller and Joey Daccord. 

The first period saw the 
animosity of last night’s 
contest spill over into 
Sunday’s contest. The 
teams exchanged penal- 
ties, body checks and 
chrips as the first period 
wore on. 

Both goaltenders, Alex 
Dubeau and Linus Soder- 
strom made some incred- 
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ible saves to keep the 
game close and entertain- 
ing. 

With the Beast in the 
box, the boys went to 
work shorthanded and 
were rewarded with a 
goal from Matt McLeod. 

The speedy forward 
slipped the puck low past 
the pads of Soderstrom 
for the 1-0 Brampton lead 
at 18:05. Chris Clapper- 
ton would draw the as- 
sist. 

The first professional 
goal of McLeod’s career 
would give the Beast a 1- 
oO lead heading into the 
first intermission. Shots 
were 10-5, Worcester. 

The second period was 
all Beast, as the team out 
of Brampton exploded for 
four straight goals. 

Nathan Todd picked the 
corner on the power play 
and Jackson Leef followed 
suit with a power play 
marker of his own at 2:03 
and 4:05 respectively. 


The offensive outburst 
continued as_ Francois 
Beauchemin walked 
down main street and ri- 
fled a shot into the back 
of the net for a 4-0 lead at 
11:20. 

Before the period was 
out, Lindsay Sparks col- 
lected a rebound in front 
and was able to bang it 
home to give the Beast a 
5-0 lead at 14:32. 

The Beast would take a 
5-0 lead into the final 
frame and would trial in 
shots 19-17. 

The final frame saw the 
Beast get the all-impor- 
tant sixth goal. It was a 
power play marker from 
TJ Melancon that earned 
every fan in attendance a 
Big Mac burge from Mc- 
Donald’s. 

Alex Dubeau would pick 
up his second win and his 
first shutout with the 
Beast as the netminder 
made 27 total saves. 

The Beast finished the 
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Beast Knock Out Railers Via Shutout 


contest three-for-nine on 
the man _ advantage. 
Worcester went scoreless 
on the power play. The 
Beast have now won 


(MI rvuan 


three games in a row and 
have scored 18 goals in 
that span. 

The Beast faced off 
Wednesday morning 


against the Adirondack 
Thunder. Look for addi- 
tional game coverage in 
next week’s edition of 
Peel Weekly News. 


- — 


The Rink Goes Pink for Upcoming Steelheads Game 


The Mississauga Steel- 
heads will once again part- 
ner with the Canadian 
Cancer Society next month, 
as the annual Pink in the 
Rink game tkes place against 
the London Nights at the 
Paramount Fine Foods Cen- 
tre on Thursday, Nov. 21. 

Keeping with tradition, the 
Steelheads will don unique 
pink jerseys that will be 


available for auction follow- 
ing the game on CHL Auc- 
tions. 

All proceeds from the auc- 
tion will be donated to the 
Canadian Cancer Society as 
the club aims to surpass last 
year’s fundraising total. The 
team wil unveil this year’s 
Pink at the Rink jerseys in 
the coming weeks on social 
media. 


Last season, the hockey 
club was able to raise 
$8,763.32 for the Canadian 
Cancer Society, including a 
donation from a social media 
campaign started by Assis- 
tant Captain, Nic Canade. 

As part of the Pink at the 
Rink Game, Canade posted a 
picture on Instagram, wear- 
ing a pink jersey from a pre- 
vious season. “With the 


breast cancer awareness 
game coming up on Sunday 
for the Steelheads, I would 
like to donate .25 cents for 
every like I receive on this 
post for the first 10,000 
likes. All the proceeds will go 
to the Canadian Cancer Soci- 
ety,” Canade wrote. 

In just a matter of days, 
Canade generated over 
65,000 likes on the post. 

“T was actually talking to 
my parents, hoping it would 
get around 10,000 and it 
ended up blowing up with 
overwhelming support from 
everyone," said Canade. "I'm 
just happy and overwhelmed 
by everything that's hap- 
pened." 

During last season’s game, 
it was also announced that 
Enterprise Rent-A-Car would 
match Canade's donation of 
$2,500 for a total of $5,000. 
A donation from defenceman 
Charlie Callaghan and _ his 
family would increase the 
final number to $6,000. "It's 
something for me_ that 
touches close to home and (it 
does) for many other people 
obviously," Canade said. 

"Getting it out there and 
making people aware of 
what we're doing with the 


Steelheads organization is a 
big thing. I want to do it 
again this year... but make it 
bigger and better. I am hop- 
ing to get more companies 
involved and raise more 
money for the Canadian Can- 
cer Society.” 

Breast cancer is the most 
commonly diagnosed cancer 
and the second leading cause 
of cancer-related death 
among Canadian women. An 
estimated 26,900 women 
will be diagnosed with breast 
cancer in Canada in 2019 and 
approximately 5,000 women 
are expected to lose the bat- 
tle to the disease. 

Brad Stevenson, Manager 
of Community Partnerships, 
GTA, for the Canadian Can- 
cer Society, commented on 
the impact. 

“1 in 8 Canadian women 
are expected to be diagnosed 
with breast cancer in their 
lifetime and 1 in 33 are ex- 
pected to die from breast 
cancer. The breast cancer 
death rate in women has 
been nearly cut in half, de- 
creasing approximately 48 
per cent since it peaked in 
1986. This reduction likely 
reflects the impact of re- 
search that has led to im- 


provements in screening and 
treatment for breast cancer. 

When we partner with 
generous organizations like 
the Mississauga Steelheads, 
we're able to raise the funds 
needed to continue the re- 
search, to strengthen sup- 
port networks and 
programming, to help build 
towards a world where our 
sisters, our mothers, our 
daughters, don’t need to live 
in fear of cancer. We’re truly 
grateful for the time and en- 
ergy the Steelheads con- 
tribute. Actions speak louder 
than cancer.” 

This year’s Pink at the Rink 
game also marks the second 
of five Winning Nights dur- 
ing the 2019-20 campaign. If 
the Steelheads secure two 
points on Nov. 21, fans in at- 
tendance will have an oppor- 
tunity to redeem their ticket 
for a free ticket to the club’s 
game against the North Bay 
Battalion on Dec. 13. 

Fans are encouraged to 
wear pink clothing in sup- 
port of breast cancer re- 
search and awareness. 

For more information or to 
purchase tickets, visit ticket- 
master.ca/promo/276bi4. 
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Community volunteers honoured at award ceremony 


by Alex Gregory 


It was a star-studded affair 
last weekend, as some of the 
GTA’s most storied volunteers 
- including two based in Peel 
Region - were honoured dur- 
ing a major award ceremony 
in Toronto. 

The newly-minuted 
Afroglobal Awards of Excel- 
lence, which was held at the 
Meridian Arts Centre in North 
York, honoured the world- 
wide achievements of African- 
Canadian volunteers and 
visionaries, as part of an cer- 
emony that included live 
music and dignitaries, includ- 
ing the Right Honourable Jean 
Augustine, Nollywood film 
star Ramsey Nouah and many 
more. 

The awards, which replaced 
the “Planet Africa Awards” 
initiative that was established 
in 2004, is overseen by 
Afroglobal Television, a Cana- 
dian media chain that owns a 
television station, magazine 
and other ventures. 

The new format for the 
awards, which included a the- 
atre-style setting and live per- 
formances, helps to recognize 
the accomplishments of 
African-Canadians and create 
a “paradigm shift” in the in- 


dustry, said the brand’s 
founder, Moses Mawa, during 
the ceremony. 

“The mission of the Awards 
is to showcase the aspirations 
and achievements of individ- 
uals, organizations,  busi- 
nesses and agencies that 
make a profound difference in 
the lives of people of African 
descent worldwide, and to 
transform the communities 
where they live,” Mawa said, 
noting that the recipients 
being honoured came from 
around North America, Africa, 
the Caribbean and beyond to 
accept their awards. “The gala 
is awesome for networking 
and for sharing transforma- 
tional ideas.” 

Since its inception, the gala 
has honoured achievers and 
brought together people of 
African origin and others of 
goodwill, to celebrate leader- 
ship and_ excellence. Past 
headliners and keynote speak- 
ers have included Dr. Bernice 
King, CEO of the King Centre 
and daughter of Civil Rights 
leader, Dr. Martin Luther King 
Junior; legendary South 
African singer, Yvonne Chaka 
Chaka; and Dr. Julius Garvey, 
son of Marcus Garvey. 


The 2019 Heritage Excel- 
lence Award was given to 
Marjorie Taylor, the past pres- 
ident of the United Achievers’ 
Club and a recipient of 
Brampton’s Citizen of the Year 
Award. 

Taylor was born in Jamaica, 
and immigrated to Canada in 
1969. She continues to serve 
on the board of United 
Achievers’ Club, and is an ac- 
tive volunteer with the Kiwa- 
nis Club of Brampton. She 
also received the Queen Eliza- 
beth II Diamond Jubilee 
Medal, Spelling Bee of Canada 
Certificate of Recognition 
(2008), Ontario Volunteer 
Award, the 2015 Brampton 
Citizen Of The Year Award, 
and the 2019 Mayor’s Black 
History Legacy Award. 

In her acceptance speech, 
Taylor said that she was “truly 
humbled” by the recognition, 
and implored the audience to 
continue making an impact in 
their own communities. 

“Excellence is not a gift, but 
a skill that takes practice,” 
Taylor said. 

The evening’s Community 
Service Award was also given 
to Ron Cunningham, the 
founder and president of Citi- 


zens for the Advancement of 
Community Development, 
which operates out of the Mis- 
sissauga Valley Community 
Centre. 

Cunningham, a former ac- 
countant and corporate fi- 
nance officer who worked at 
many of the country’s leading 
banks, has helped create 
after-school, leadership, men- 
toring, youth justice and 
health programs throughout 
the community and in local 
schools. He received the 
Queen Diamond Jubilee Medal 
in 2012, Ontario Volunteer 
Service Award, and the City of 
Mississauga Civic Award. 

During his acceptance 
speech, which he accepted 
alongside his wife Sonia, said 
that he was amazed by the 
award. 

“T stand here in awe of the 
tremendous work that 
(Afroglobal) does to advance 
the needs of the Black com- 
munity,” he said. “I’m truly 
elated that I’ve been included 
in the company of such stal- 
warts.” 

Cunningham also credited 
his wife with the organiza- 
tion’s success, and left the au- 
dience with a message that 


was repeated throughout the 
evening - “We’re the ones 


we’ve been waiting for. We 
are the change we seek.” 

The night’s awards also in- 
cluded a special Dr. Martin 
Luther King Award that was 
given to Denham Jolly, the 
founder and CEOof Flow 


93.5FM, CBCreporter and 
host Amanda Parris, and the 
Honourable Zanana Akande, 
the first Black female Minister 
and Member of Provincial 
Parliament, as well as a per- 
formance by the Crawford Ad- 
ventist Academy choir. 


Submitted Photo - Oxford Properties 


Eager Dr. Seuss fans from 
across Southwestern On- 
tario were the first in the 
world to explore "The Dr. 
Seuss Experience" at a 
record-setting grand open- 
ing this past weekend. 

The highly anticipated 
imaginative and interactive 
immersion into the won- 
drous world of Dr. Seuss 
opened in a_ standalone 
space at  Mississauga’s 
Square One and will run 
until Jan. 5, 2020. 

The 15,000-square-foot 
Seuss-tacular, sensory spec- 
tacle features multiple 
rooms with immersive in- 
stallations themed after 
some of the iconic author’s 
timeless works. 

One of the most multicul- 
tural and family-oriented 
regions in all of North 
America, the Greater 
Toronto Area was chosen 
for "The Dr. Seuss Experi- 


ence" because it is an excel- 
lent representation of Dr. 
Seuss’s diverse, global fan- 
base, said a spokesperson. 

“It’s a pleasure to pull 
back the curtain a little bit 
more and reveal exactly 
what guests can expect 
when they step into the 
world of Theodor Seuss 
Geisel in a way never before 
imagined,” says Mark 
Manuel, CEO of Kilburn 
Live, which created the ex- 
perience. “I think our guests 
will truly enjoy the visually 
stunning way we’ve created 
fun-filled activities for the 
whole family that, at their 
core, celebrate the power of 
reading and the value of 
imagination.” 

"The Dr. Seuss Experi- 
ence" features interactive 
elements from Oh, The 
Places You’ll Go!, The Lorax 
and Horton Hears a Who, as 
well as newly announced 


specialty rooms dedicated 
to The Sneetches and How 
the Grinch Stole Christ- 
mas!- all designed around 
key scenes and characters 
from each of these beloved 
books. 

“Our goal from the begin- 
ning was always to create a 
space where visitors could 
step from one book into an- 
other, and this experience 
will make that dream a real- 
ity,” says Susan Brandt, 
president of Dr. Seuss En- 
terprises, L.P. 

The tour will travel to 
multiple, yet-to-be-an- 
nounced cities across North 
America and is planned to 
have new interactive addi- 
tions, based on different 
books, to join the rotation. 
For information on tickets 
and future tour dates, visit 
experienceseuss.com. 
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Celebrating Diwali in style during Brampton festivities 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


This past weekend, Hin- 
dus, Jains, and Sikhs across 
the world celebrated Di- 
wali — a five-day festival 
that marks the triumph of 
light over darkness and 
good over evil. 

"It's a universal message 
from our community to the 
Brampton community, that 
we are so, so blessed to be 
living in such a fantastic 
country and to celebrate 
this festival, despite being 
away from home," Council- 
lor Gurpreet Singh Dhillon 
said. "In a city, that's so 
wonderful, it's amazing. It 
just lessens our homesick- 
ness a little bit." 

Here in the GTA, Indians 
celebrated Diwali with a lot 
of excitement and enthusi- 
asm. In Gurdwaras across 
Peel, thousands of devotees 
arrived and took advantage 
of Gurbani Shabad kirtan 
and Katha, the teachings 
that point out that the Di- 
wali festival is a symbol of 
the victory of good over 
evil. 

There are a large number 


of Indians living in Canada 
who celebrate the festival 
every day, according to In- 
dian culture. Diwali is cel- 
ebrated in many countries, 
including India. 

In Canada, Diwali also 
took hold. People cheered 
by using firecrackers, fire- 
works, and pomegranates. 
People also decorated their 
homes with colorful lights 
and became an India-like 
atmosphere. 

Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau also released a 
statement on Diwali and 
Bandi Chhor Divas: 

"Today, we join Hindu, 
Sikh, Jain, and Buddhist 
communities in Canada 
and around the world to 
celebrate Diwali and Bandi 


Chhor Divas,” wrote 
Trudeau. 
"During the holiday, 


which is also known as the 
Festival of Lights, millions 
of people will celebrate the 
triumph of light over dark- 
ness - of right over wrong 
- and the power of hope 
and knowledge. Loved ones 


will gather to feast, ex- 
change gifts, and pray, as 
they light up their homes 


with diyas. 
"Here in Canada, these 
celebrations are a= re- 


minder of the diversity and 
inclusion that build 
stronger and more vibrant 
communities. They are also 
an opportunity to recog- 
nize the important contri- 
butions that Canadians of 
Hindu, Sikh, Jain, and Bud- 
dhist faiths make to our 


country every day.“ 

Sonia Sidhu, a Liberal MP 
from Brampton South, 
made an appearance at the 
Nanaksar Gurdwara at 
Timberlane Drive. Ad- 
dressing the Guru ki San- 
gat (congregation) for 
Diwali, and just after hav- 
ing won her riding Mem- 
ber of Parliament, she 


thanked the participants. 
Sidhu also appealed to 

the community not to eat 

to sweets as they wished, 


as it increased the risk of 
diabetes. There are cur- 
rently thousands of people 
in Canada who have dia- 
betes, and require medica- 
tion and moderation for 
the afflictin. 

Sidhu further said that 
Diwali, known as the festi- 
val of lights, is a multi-re- 
ligious festival which is 
celebrated by Canada, 
Hindu, Sikh, Jain, and Bud- 
dhist communities all over 
the world. It refreshes the 


memory of hope of victory 
over evil versus wisdom, as 
we follow the light of the 
lamp, we focus on our de- 
sires and dreams for the 
future. 

Speaking personally, Iam 
proud that Diwali is cele- 
brated in Canada. I wish 
you all happiness and pros- 
perity in all your homes on 
this occasion and wish you 
the best of Diwali from my 
family to yours. 


Glenn Miller Orchestra to play one night only at LAC 


For one night only, a leg- 
endary orchestra will de- 
light and amaze audiences 
in the heart of Missis- 
sauga. 

The Glenn Miller Or- 
chestra will bring their fa- 
mous “big band” sound to 
the Living Arts Centre for 
a special Christmas show, 
which will take place on 
Saturday, Dec. 21 at 7 p.m. 

The holiday show, titled 
In the Christmas Mood, is 
big band extravaganza of 
legendary hits and holiday 
classics. 

18 musicians and 
singers will bring their 
timeless classics to the 
stage such as In the Mood, 
Chattanooga Choo Choo, 
Pennsylvania 6-5000, 
String of Pearls and 
Tuxedo Junction, plus a 
wonderful selection of 
Christmas songs, 
arranged by the Glenn 
Miller Orchestra. 

In the Christmas Mood 
will dazzle audiences with 
their indelible big band 
sound on so many of our 
holiday favorites includ- 
ing Home for the Holi- 


days, Rudolph the Red- 
Nosed Reindeer, White 
Christmas, Jingle Bells 
and T’ll be Home for 
Christmas. 

The show is billed as a 
must-see experience for 
jazz and swing fans alike, 
the incurable romantics 
who want to step back in 
time and everyone who 
wants to celebrate the 
happiest of time of year! 

Glenn Miller was the 
most successful dance 
bandleader of all time in 
the 1930’s and 1940’s and 
his music is a gift from 
one generation to the 
next. Producer Didier 
Morissonneau is proud to 
bring back the most fa- 
mous swing orchestra of 
all time to the Living Arts 
Centre. 

Tickets for the concert 
are $72 and up, and can be 
purchased by visiting the 
event website at livin- 
gartscentre.ca/theatre- 
performances/in-the-chri 
stmas-mood-with-the- 
glenn-miller-orchestra, or 
by calling the venue’s box 
office at (905) 306-6000. 


ORCHESTDA 
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Diwali gala raises $710,000 for hospital care 


by Alex Gregory 


Diwali arrived in style ear- 
lier this month, as 1,000- 
plus attendees joined 
together to celebrate the fes- 
tivities - and raise money for 
a worthwhile cause - during 
an annual gala fundraiser. 

The 18th annual Trillium 
Diwali Gala took place on 
Oct. 18 at the Pearson Con- 
vention Center in Brampton, 
bringing physicians, sup- 
porters, politicians and 
more out for the country’s 
longest-running Diwali cel- 
ebration. 

The annual event has 
raised funds for much- 
needed hospital care and 
equipment funding in the 


past, including advanced 
treatment technologies, new 
programs, and patient-cen- 
tred care spaces that meet 
the needs of the community. 

Over the past 17 years, the 
event has raised nearly $10 
million dollars for Trillium 
Health Partners - and this 
year proved to be no excep- 
tion, with guests and donors 
coming together to raise 
$710,000 during the annual 
festival. 

Diwali is celebrated 
throughout the world dur- 
ing the months of October 
and early November, and 
sees individuals across the 
world marking the occasion 


(also known as “festival of 
lights”) with fireworks, 
community ce 

Events such as the Diwali 
gala play a large role in the 
hospital’s funding campaign 
and support much-needed 
care initiatives, said one of 
the hospital’s oncologists. 

“There shouldn’t be any 
wait for equipment... the 
strength of the community 
lies in the support of local 
initiatives like the gala,” said 
Dr. Mala Bahl, the gala’s 
medical chair. 

The funds raised by this 
year’s gala will support the 
hospital system’s oncology 
unit, via the purchase of 


new equipment that will 
help with screening for 
breast cancer and diagnos- 
ing patients faster. The new 
equipment will also help 
identify the most precise 
forms of treatment for the 
best possible outcomes, said 
Bahl. 

The evening was emceed 
by noted volunteer and com- 
munity supporter Jake 
Dheer, who introduced the 
night’s program, which in- 
cluded a performance by 
Bollywood sensation Kanika 
Kapoor. 

Referring to the crowd as 
a “big family,” Dheer said 
that the event brings people 


from all walks of life to- 
gether for an evening of en- 
tertainment and food - all 
while supporting a great 
cause. 

“Family is what Diwali 
means to me,” said Dheer. 
“Diwali is beyond indiviid- 
ual happiness... it is a uni- 
versal celebration.” 

To that end, guests at the 
gala raised more than 
$100,000 in donations alone 
even before dinner was 
served. 

The continued level of 
support from the commu- 
nity are always vital, but 
more can always be done, 
said the gala’s community 


chairperson, Sapna Mehta. 

“Hospitals aren’t always 
able to manage the increas- 
ing demands of the commu- 
nity, which makes events 
like this so vital,’ said 
Mehta, who has been in- 
volved with the gala for sev- 
eral years. 

One in two Canadians will 
be diagnosed with cancer at 
some point in their life, said 
Mehta, and the new equip- 
ment will be a vital resource 
for early screening and 
treatment. 

“When you _ increase 
screening, you increase 
their survival rate,” Mehta 
explained. 


Holiday Artisan Marketplace arrives at Riverwood 


Visual Arts Mississauga 
(VAM) at Riverwood will 
launch the festive season 
in Mississauga with its 
annual Holiday Artisan 
Marketplace on Nov. 9 & 
10. 

The celebrated event of- 
fers an incredible array of 
one-of-a-kind handmade 
items created by Missis- 
sauga’s top artists and ar- 
tisans. 

“The VAM Holiday Arti- 
san Marketplace offers a 
warm holiday experience 
for the whole family and 
a great opportunity to 
start your holiday shop- 
ping,’said event coordi- 
nator Eldiana Begovic 
earlier this week. 

“Our event showcases 
over 20 artisans selling 
their high-quality art and 


handmade gifts including 
smaller paintings, fash- 
ion items, jewellery, 
woodwork textiles, sculp- 
ture, glass, crafts and 
more. Grab a fresh baked 
good from Kate’s Town 
Talk Bakery and listen to 
our live musicians.” 
VAM’s Holiday Artisan 
Marketplace is one of the 
first artisan crafters 
shows (of the 2019 sea- 
son) presented in the 
Greater Toronto Area. 
The event will provide an 
excellent opportunity for 
the local community to 
explore VAM’s magnifi- 
cent art centre, meet 
local artists “face to face” 
and to purchase a hand- 
crafted gift for someone 
special, said Begovic. 
“You'll be feeling the 


holiday spirit by the time 
you leave,” she said. 

VAM will also present 
live musical perform- 
ances by emerging Jazz 
vocalist John Amato on 
Saturday, Nov. 9 at 12:30 
p.m. and by flamenco 
guitarist Mark Harry on 
Sunday, Nov. 10 at 12:30 
p.m. 

The event will run from 
Saturday, Nov. 9 through 
Sunday, Nov. 10. from 10 
a.m. until 4 p.m. Admis- 
sion is free for the event, 
which takes place at 4170 
Riverwood Park Lane in 
Mississauga. 

For more information, 
visit visualartsmissis- 
sauga.com or call 905- 
277-4313. 
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Outstanding volunteers honored at inaugural Ward 1 Awards 


Earlier this month, 
Mississauga Ward 1 
councillor Stephen 


Dasko hosted the Inau- 
gural Ward 1 Awards of 
Excellence at the Mis- 
sissauga Seniors’ Cen- 


tre in Mississauga. 
There were 15 broad 
categories, with a large 
amount of support for 
nominees from across 
the Ward 1 community. 
Categories such as En- 


trepreneur of the Year, 
Environmental Stew- 
ardship, Diversity and 
Inclusion, Volunteer of 
the Year and Citizen of 
the Year were recog- 
nized. 


Residents, business 
leaders, community or- 
ganizations were all 
welcomed upon their 
arrival to enjoy a casual 
reception. As Council- 
lor Dasko thanked 
everyone for attending. 

“T am so delighted to 
see the response, the 
enthusiasm of so many 
residents who submit- 
ted nominations. The 
number of entries for 
each category was 
plentiful,” Dasko said 
during the ceremony. 

More than 100 atten- 
dees were on hand dur- 
ing the event, which 
recognized excellence 
across the Ward. 


How to win an election 


by Vidya Gopaul 


A great politician once said, 
"You don't win an election be- 
cause you are good. You win 
an election because your op- 
position leader is weak." That 
appears to be true in most of 
the elections around the 
world. 

Look at our 2019 Canadian 
federal election last week. 
Justin Trudeau did not win 
the election because he was 
good. He won because the op- 
position leader, Andrew 
Scheer, being his first time 
participating in a general 
election, was weak in captur- 
ing the 416 areas in Toronto, 
weak in connecting to the 
people and weak in present- 
ing his policies to the voters. 

In the 2015 election, Justin 
Trudeau did not win the elec- 
tion because he was good. He 
won because the opposition 
leader, Stephen Harper, was 
weak. 

Harper was already serving 
nine years as Prime Minister 
of Canada, and a majority of 
Canadians were not happy 
with the policies and numer- 
ous scandals he courted. 

His popularity declined 
drastically and, as I call it, 
"election fatigue" caught up 
with him - he fought three 
general elections. He even had 
celebrities, such as Wayne 
Gretzky, to help him win the 
election. But he still lost be- 
cause he became weak in con- 


necting with the voters. 

However, had Trudeau chal- 
lenged Harper in his first or 
second term of governing the 
country, when he was in his 
prime years, I am_ sure 
Trudeau would have lost the 
election because the latter 
would have been a weak op- 
position leader. 

Just look at how Harper de- 
feated Stephane Dion and 
Michael Ignatieff. He did not 
win those elections because 
he was good. He won the elec- 
tion because his opposition 
leaders, Dion and Ignatieff, 
were weak leaders. 

Jean Chretien, former Cana- 
dian Prime Minister, won 
three majority elections, not 
because he was good, but be- 
cause all the opposition lead- 
ers were weak. 

To make my case more jus- 
tifiable, Chretien, in his last 
two terms in the office, de- 
cided to call an election in the 
third year of his mandate - 
normally an election is called 
after the fourth year of man- 
date - because he knew very 
well there would not be a 
strong opposition. Hence, he 
won those two _ elections 
hands down. 

In 1997, he knew the oppo- 
sition leader, Preston Man- 
ning, would not be able to get 
any votes from Ontario and 
Quebec, and hence made him 
a weak opposition leader. 


Chretien won another major- 
ity in that year. 

I do remember during the 
televised debate in that year 
that Joe Clark, another ex- 
Prime Minister of Canada, 
bluntly said to Chretien a 
statement to the effect of, 
"You called this election so 
early because you knew there 
is no strong opposition..." 

In 2000, he knew the oppo- 
sition leader, Stockwell Day, 
just was not popular in On- 
tario and Quebec, and hence 
made him another weak op- 
position leader. That year, 
Chretien won another major- 
ity government. 

To be a Canadian Prime 
Minister, you must win the 
majority seats in Ontario and 
Quebec. 

Also, look at the mayoral 
election for the city of 
Toronto. During the last may- 
oral election, John Tory just 
did not have a strong con- 
tender. In my opinion, he won 
the election hands down be- 
cause the opposition was 
weak and not because he was 
a good politician. He did not 
put any effort in that election 
and still won. 

Had he fought the mayoral 
election against leaders such 
as Rob Ford, David Miller, Art 
Eggleton, Barbara Turnbull 
or June Rowlands, chances 
were that he would have lost 
the election because they 


were strong leaders. 

Take a look at our last On- 
tario provincial election. 
Doug Ford did not win the On- 
tario provincial election be- 
cause he was good. He won 
because the opposition leader, 
Kathleen Wynne, was weak. 

The same scenario, as in the 
2015 federal election, played a 
role for Doug Ford to win his 
election. Wynne had already 
served five years as premier 
and weathered several scan- 
dals, and could not connect to 
the voters. 

Her popularity was drasti- 
cally declining, and she be- 
came weak in attracting 
potential voters and felt the 
"election fatigue." 

The opposition leader was 
so weak that anyone in Doug 
Ford's place would have won 
that election. 

Sometimes, a one line state- 
ment in a debate can make a 
huge difference in winning or 
losing an election. 

In the 2011 general election, 
NDP leader Jack Layton said 
to Ignatieff, "Sir, when some 
one does not come to work 
everyday he or she is fired..." 
Or when Brian Mulroney said 
to John Turner in a television 
debate, "...you sold our coun- 
try to..." 

Another reason Justin 
Trudeau won the last election 
is because we Canadians are 
too generous, forgiving and 


courteous. 

We do not like to fire our 
Prime Minister in his or her 
first term. It is very rare. The 
most we could do for him is to 
give him a minority govern- 
ment instead of a majority. 
That way, we will hold him 
accountable for all his actions, 
and we just might give him a 
majority the next time around 
if he performs and behaves 
well. 

For Trudeau, his honey- 
moon is over now. It lasted 


Elections 


four years because he had a 
majority government. 

He ruled this Canadian gov- 
ernment as he pleased with- 
out any opposing force 
because he had a majority 
government. Now he will feel 
the real challenges in his life 
as a leader when he will have 
to work with the opposition 
leaders to pass any bill or leg- 
islation. 

Sometimes, unity is the 
greatest thing of all! 
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with the George Lake BIG Band 
and Little Peter and the Elegants 
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Port Credit Legion, Br. 82 (upstairs) 35 Front St. N., Mississauga 
For Information call: Peter Toller 905-274-6131 or Steve Pettator 705-767-2516 
Tickets $30 each, $35 at the door 
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Mississauga mom brings cheer to cancer patients 
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Nicole Wright is a breast 
cancer survivorwho is 
using her experience to 
bring joy to those who are 
traveling the same road 
she once did. 

For the past five years 
during Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month, Nicolet 
has been taking time out of 
her busy schedule as a 
working mom and 
women’s empowerment 
coach to deliver dozens of 
care packages to cancer 
patients at the Credit Val- 
ley Hospital 

Talking to Peel Weekly 


News last week, Nicole 
said she lost her own 
grandmother Icilda_ to 
breast cancer. She said she 
knew her grandmother 
took a turn for the worst 
when she could not find 
anyone who would talk 
with her at the clinic 
where she was receiving 
treatment. 

“After losing my grand- 
mother to her battle with 
breast cancer, I reflected 
on my own journey while 
being treated for breast 
cancer,” said Nicole. “I 
knew that one of the 
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things I would have loved 
to see was someone who 
had walked the road I was 
walking on and was still 
filled with joy. I wanted to 
see someone who was 
happy.” 

Nicole takes care pack- 
ages to the patients she 
visits and has dubbed 
these packages “Icilda’s 
Angel Chemo Kits.” in hon- 
our of her grandmother. 

The kits represent hope, 
and their whole purpose is 
to “spread cheer to women 
going through cancer 
treatment.” 


“My overall objective 
with delivering the chemo 
kits is to bring happiness 
and joy into the lives of the 
persons being treated,” 
Nicole said. “Everything in 
the kit has a purpose.” 

Nicole said she has put a 
lot of thought and care into 
the packages. As a breast 
cancer survivor herself, 
she knows exactly what 
patients undergoing treat- 
ment need most besides 
chemotherapy. 

Her chemotherapy kits 
include cozy socks to keep 
feet warm, lip balm to pro- 
tect lips, hand lotion for 
the various changes the 
skin goes through while on 
chemotherapy, peppermint 
candies to fight nausea 
and help with dry mouth 
during treatments, a moti- 
vational quote to cheer pa- 
tients on the journey, 
earbuds to block out noise, 
hand sanitizer to protect 
from germ, and facial tis- 
sue for those times when 
the tears won’t stop. 

Residents who would 
like to support her efforts 
to bring cheer to patients 
as they battle cancer can 
contact her at 
nicole@nicolewrightem- 
powers.com. 


A local MPP is reach- 


is scheduled for Nov. 1, 


Local MPP hosts consultations for Caribbean Heritage Month 


ing out to stakeholders, 
community groups and 
those connected to the 
Caribbean-Canadian 
community to gather 
feedback on establish- 
ing Caribbean Heritage 
Month in Ontario. 

“We had an engaging 
discussion with mem- 
bers of the Caribbean 
community who are 
excited to participate 
in the consultation 
process, and to provide 
input on a designated 
month that will recog- 
nize the contributions 
of people of Caribbean 
descent in the 
province,” Singh said. 

Singh held an initial 
public consultation at 
Queen’s Park on Oct. 
10, and the second in 
Brampton, on Oct. 24. 
The third consultation 


and will be held in 
Scarborough. 

Angela Johnson, the 
president of Carabram, 
a festival that cele- 
brates Brampton’s di- 
verse ethnic 
communities one of the 
city’s biggest celebra- 
tion of multicultural- 
ism and diversity, said 
she appreciated the 
consultation process. 

“As Caribbean culture 
is diverse and varied, it 
is important to reach 
out to a number of 
Caribbean  organiza- 
tions and members of 
the community for val- 
ued input that is reflec- 
tive of their 
experiences.” 

Rebekah Gosyne, a 
young community 
leader in Brampton 
who is of Trinidadian 


heritage, added, “It 
was an important dis- 
cussion, because an es- 
tablished month would 
provide young Canadi- 
ans of Caribbean de- 
scent an opportunity to 
learn about their roots 
and to celebrate our 
rich history.” 

Singh is encouraging 
members of the 
Caribbean community 
to provide feedback on 
a potential heritage 
month in the upcoming 
weeks. 

Attendees can regis- 
ter online for the last 
consultation meeting 
in Scarborough. Mem- 
bers of the community 
are also invited to take 
part in an online sur- 
vey to help inform the 
consultation process. 
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Canine unit trains for a safer community Results announced for annual food drive 


Five of Peel Regional Po- 
lice’s canine teams recently 
returned home from an es- 
cape and evasion exercise 
with snipers from the Cana- 
dian Armed Forces and held 
at Canadian Forces Base 
Petawawa in eastern On- 
tario. 

Speaking last week, repre- 
sentatives from the force 
said that they enjoyed par- 
ticipating in this joint train- 
ing for many years, and 

| Sees 


although the location and 
mission remain the same, 
the experience and outcome 
is always different. 

The goal of this exercise is 
to push the abilities of these 
elite soldiers through realis- 
tic training. Three teams of 
snipers were dropped into 
different areas of a massive 
forested area, and with just 
a compass and map, had to 
reach a target destination 12 
kilometers away in only 5 2 


hours. 

If that didn’t challenge 
their skills enough, try 
doing it with only a 15 
minute head start on one of 
Peel’s finest four legged 
members who’s been given 
the command to track you 
down. 

In the end, two of the 
three sniper teams were 
tracked down and captured, 
leaving one team to claim 
victory and the subsequent 
bragging rights. 

Over the three days of 
training, police officers and 
military personnel contin- 
ued building on an already 
strong and valued relation- 
ship by sharing tips, tech- 
niques and expertise that 
everyone will benefit from. 

The canine teams that 
participated in this year’s 
training were Cst. Jennifer 
Dagg with PSD Qaybre, Cst. 
Jay Senechal with PSD Stark, 
Cst. Kerry Gillard with PSD 
Ezekiel, Cst. Mario Pittarelli 
with PSD Kylo and Cst. Jar- 
rett Curtis with PSD Griffin. 

“All of our guys were 
thrilled about working with 
you and the work you all do 
outside of this exercise,” one 
of the Armed Forces exercise 
coordinator said after the 
exercise. 


Final Campaign Re* “ts 


Mississauga Mayor Bonnie Crombie an- 
nounced Wednesday that the city surpassed 
its fundraising goals during a 2019 food 
drive to benefit The Mississauga Food Bank. 

With goals of raising $315,000 and 
250,000 pounds of food by Oct. 20, Mayor 
Crombie challenged community members 
to participate in her annual One Bag Chal- 
lenge in support of The Mississauga Food 
Bank. The food and funds raised will benefit 
children, families, seniors, and other neigh- 
bours across Mississauga who are strug- 
gling to keep up with the rising cost of 
living. 

In the end, the campaign raised a total of 
$316,074 and 266,752 pounds of food from 
the community, said Crombie. 

"These goals were very, very ambitious," 
said Crombie. "Thank you for your contri- 
butions, large or small." 


The success of this year’s campaign brings 
the total amount that Mayor Crombie’s One 
Bag Challenge has raised to over $1.3 mil- 
lion and 1.25 million pounds of food over 
the last five years. 

“As we work to realize our vision of a Mis- 
sissauga where no one goes hungry, we rely 
on the support of our community,” says 
Meghan Nicholls, Executive Director of The 
Mississauga Food Bank. “As a growing num- 
ber of Mississauga residents are turning to 
food banks for assistance, we are thankful 
for Mayor Crombie’s tireless efforts to 
champion this campaign and overwhelmed 
by our city’s outpouring of generosity.” 

For more information, visit themissis- 
saugafoodbank.org. 


(PWN Staff Photo) 


The Rose Theatre in 
Brampton will host 
rock and roll guitar 
hero Don Felder, for- 
merly of The Eagles, on 
Nov. 23, in support of 
William Osler Health 
System. 

Felder will perform at 
the Osler Foundation’s 
eighth annual Gala Ben- 
efit concert, which will 
see more than 800 
guests come together to 
enjoy an evening of in- 
credible music, philan- 
thropy and fun. 

This year, the show 
will also include a spe- 
cial presentation hon- 
ouring Orlando 
Corporation for their 
support of Osler hospi- 
tals. In 2014, Orlando 
Corporation made his- 
tory when they pledged 
$15 million to Osler’s 
three hospital sites - 
the single largest gift 


made to a community 
hospital in Canada at 
that time. 

The gift was part of a 
unique, time-limited 
matching challenge 
that inspired the com- 
munity to support local 
health care. 

“We look forward to 
our Gala Benefit con- 
cert all year long and 
this year’s show is 
going to be spectacu- 
lar,” said Ken Mayhew, 
the president and CEO 
of Osler Foundation. 
“The concert is an op- 
portunity to bring to- 
gether community 
members and leaders, 
donors, as well as staff, 
physicians and volun- 
teers in support of a 
common cause: excep- 
tional health care for 
our growing commu- 
nity. Funds _ raised 
through events like the 


Gala Benefit concert 
help Osler provide the 
care that is needed, 
close to home.” 

This year, along with 
raising funds for all 
three hospitals, the 
Gala will have a special 
focus on helping to 
fund cancer care at 
Osler. 

Funds raised through 
the black-tie event will 
contribute to equip- 
ment and _ redevelop- 
ment projects across 
Osler’s three sites - 
Etobicoke General Hos- 
pital, Peel Memorial 
Centre for Integrated 
Health and Wellness 
and Brampton Civic 
Hospital. 

In a statement, the 
hospital system said it 
serves 1.3 million resi- 
dents of Brampton, Eto- 
bicoke and surrounding 
communities within the 


Central West Local 
Health Integration Net- 
work. 

Osler’s emergency de- 
partments are among 
the busiest in Canada 
and its labour and de- 
livery program is one of 
the largest in the 
province. The Osler 
Foundation said it seeks 
to create a healthier 
community through 
giving by inspiring its 
communities to invest 
in exceptional health 
care close to home. 

Guests at the gala will 
enjoy a reception prior 
to the show with a se- 
lection of gourmet hors 
d’oeuvres and wine. 

Tickets range from 
$200 to $500, and can 
be purchased by visit- 
ing the event website at 
oslerconcert.ca. 
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Apply. Train. Hired. 


Job Training - Certification - Professional Skills - Life Skills - Job Placement 


18-29 years old? 

Begin your tech career by completing our 

free Digital Customer Care Program in only 10 
weeks. 


Scan for Info Important Information 
Monday to Friday - October 15 - December 21, 2019 


Location: MLSE Launchpad, Downtown Toronto 


Contact Sheryll Smith - 647-689-5850 ext 107 
WWww.npowercanada.ca/youth 
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Ceremonies and parades mark 2019 Remembrance Day 


by Alex Gregory 


This Remembrance Day 
(Monday, Nov. 11), a 
number of parades and 
services are being 
planned throughout the 
region, beginning with 
several kick-off cere- 
monies this week. 


Brampton marked the 
start of Remembrance 
Day ceremonies (and the 
annual Poppy Campaign, 
run by the Royal Cana- 
dian Legion) last Friday 
during a ceremony at Ken 
Whillians Square. 


Members of Branch 15 
and 609 were on-hand, 
along with dignitaries, to 
oversee the ceremony, 
which included an official 
flag raising ceremony at 
the community flagpole. 

Funds raised will di- 


rectly support Canada's 
serving and retired veter- 
ans and their families, 
while helping to ensure 
Canadians never forget 
the tremendous efforts of 
those who serve. 

The campaign will run 
until Nov. 11. 

On Sunday, Nov. 3, a 
candlelight service will 
be held at Gage Park's 
Veteran Statue (48 Main 
Street South), beginning 
at 7:30 p.m. The follow- 
ing weekend, the city will 
host a parade and Service 
of Remembrance at Chin- 
guacousy Park's Memo- 
rial Plaza (9050 
Bramalea Road), begin- 
ning at 10:55 a.m. Several 
roads will also be closed 
on Nov. 10 from 11:30 
a.m. - 12 p.m., including 
Central Park Drive from 
Hanover Road to Queen 
Street East (southbound 
lanes only) and Queen 
Street East from Central 
Park Drive to Laurelcrest 
Street/West Drive (west- 


bound lanes only). 

In Caledon, the Town 
will host a Remembrance 
Day service at its Munici- 
pal Offices (6311 Old 
Church Road) on Nov. 3, 
beginning at 12:30 p.m. 
The following Nov. 10, 
Alton Legion will host a 
service starting at 10 
a.m., along with a service 
at the Bolton Cenotaph 
starting at 12:30 p.m.. 

Two parades will be 
held in Mississauga prior 
to Remembrance Day, in- 
cluding a parade on Nov. 
3, hosted at the Army 
Navy and Air Force Head- 
quarters (765 Third 
Street, Unit 262), begin- 
ning at 10:15 a.m. and 
followed by a ceremony 
at 11 a.m. The following 
Sunday, Nov. 10, Royal 
Canadian Legion = 
Cooksville Branch 582 
(456 Hensall Circle) will 
host a parade, beginning 
at 10:15 a.m. at the Le- 
gion. 

On Remembrance Day 


(Monday, Nov. 11), sev- 
eral parades will take 
place in all three cities. A 
Sunrise Service will be 
hosted at Meadowvale 
Cemetery Chapel (7732 
Mavis Road), beginning 
at 7:55 a.m. A parade and 
Service of Remembrance 
will be held at Ken 
Whillians Square's Me- 
morial Cenotaph, begin- 
ning at 10:55 a.m. In 
Mississauga, a Remem- 
berance Parade will begin 
at Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 82 (35 Front 
Street North) at 9:30 
a.m., followed by a 
church service at Trinity- 
St. Paul Port Credit (26 
Stavebank Road) and a 
ceremony at 11 a.m. at 
the Cenotaph at Vimy 
Park (29 #Stavebank 
Road) at 11 a.m. 

For more information, 
including road closures 
and service updates, visit 
the City websites at mis- 
sissauga.ca, brampton.ca 
and caledon.ca. 


Celebrating Our Fallen Heroes: Remembrance Day 
in Dufferin-Caledon 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 

The month of November 
is an important time for all 
Canadians to thank those 
who serve and have served 
our nation in defence of 
liberty, peace, and our 
shared values. 
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It is also a time to re- 
member all those who have 
made the ultimate sacrifice 
for our country. 

Our country has a rich 
history of leadership in the 
worldwide effort defending 


rights and freedoms, led by 
our Canadian Armed 
Forces. During the World 
Wars, as peacekeepers, in 
support of our allies in 
conflicts around the world, 
and assisting in security 


and training at home and 
abroad, Canada’s service 
members are always ready 
to answer the call of serv- 
ice. 

Across Canada and in 
Dufferin-Caledon, we are 
blessed to have many op- 
portunities during Novem- 
ber to recognize and 
remember Canada’s fallen 
heroes. On Sunday, Nov. 3, 
the Town of Caledon is 
hosting a Remembrance 
Day service at 12:30 p.m. 
at the Town of Caledon 
Municipal Offices. 

The following Sunday, 
Nov. 10, Alton Legion is 
hosting a service starting 
at 10 a.m., and there will 
be a service at the Bolton 
Cenotaph starting at 12:30 
p.m.. 

On Nov. 11, there will be 
a number of services 
across our community. The 
Shelburne Legion will be 
hosting a morning service 
at 9:45 a.m., followed by a 
parade to the cenotaph 
outside Town Hall and a 
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service at 11 a.m. In Or- 
angeville, the parade starts 
at the Orangeville Legion 
at 10:30a.m., ending at 
Alexandra Park where 
there will be an outdoor 
service at the cenotaph at 
11 a.m. 

The Town of Grand Val- 
ley will host a service at 
the cenotaph at Main and 
Amaranth Street, starting 
at 10:30 a.m. Finally, the 
Mansfield Women’s Insti- 
tute will host a service at 
the Mansfield Park ceno- 
taph on Airport Road, 
starting at 10:30 a.m.. 

In addition, many 
schools, churches, service 
organizations, and seniors’ 
homes will be hosting their 
own Remembrance Day 
services. 

Your office or workplace 
may also host a Remem- 
brance Day event or serv- 
ice - if not, this may be an 
opportunity for you to or- 
ganize your own in order 
to increase awareness 
among your coworkers 


about the sacrifices of 
Canada’s fallen heroes. 

Veterans’ Affairs Canada 
also provides a valuable 
history of the many contri- 
butions that Canadian vet- 
erans have made at home 
and abroad. Visit veter- 
ans.gc.ca/eng/remem- 
brance/history to learn 
more. 

If you won’t be in Duf- 
ferin-Caledon during Re- 
membrance Day, our 
government has made it 
easier to find a Remem- 
brance Day service near to 
wherever you will be in 
Ontario. 

Visit Ontario.ca/Remem- 
branceDay to search for 
Remembrance Day services 
throughout the province. 

No matter where you are 
this Remembrance Day, 
please take some time to 
remember and _ honour 
those who chose to fight 
for our freedom. Lest we 
forget. 
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Check out Mississauga’s Historic Neighbourhoods 


Since the City of Missis- 
sauga was incorporated 
in 1974, it has grown to 
become Canada’s sixth 
largest city. 

Mississauga grew from 
several historic villages, 
with some disappearing 
over time and others con- 
tinuing to exist today. 
Each neighbourhood is 
steeped in historical sig- 
nificance and provides 
endless opportunity for 
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discovery. Check out a 
few of Mississauga’s his- 
toric neighbourhoods and 
landmarks. 

(Clarkson) 

Many consider Clark- 
son to be Mississauga’s 
first settled area, with 
settlement in Clarkson 
beginning as early as 
1807. Clarkson is also 
home to two _ heritage 
houses that are open to 
the public: Bradley House 


and Benares_ Historic 
House. 

Located within a 70- 
year-old maple grove, the 
Bradley Museum Com- 
plex consists of four 
buildings, three of which 
are designated Ontario 
Heritage Sites. The 
Bradley House itself was 
built in 1830 and contin- 
ues to stand on the origi- 
nal property owned by 
the Bradley family. 
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Reimagine with the Small Arms Society 


smallarmsbuilding.ca 


Until Nov. 17, check out 
the Mississauga Miracle 
Exhibition at the Bradley 
Museum to see archives 
and artifacts from the 
1979 Mississauga Train 
Derailment. 

Home to four genera- 
tions of the Harris family, 
the Benares_ Historic 
House was originally 
built in 1835. It currently 
houses the impressive 
Harris Family collection, 
with more than 95 per 
cent of the artifacts in the 
house being original to 
the family and home. 

Visit the Bradley Mu- 
seum and Benares His- 
toric House from 
Thursday to Sunday from 
12-4 p.m. 


(Streetsville) 

With settlement begin- 
ning around 1819, Missis- 
sauga’s ‘Village in the 
City, became a bustling 
centre for political and 
economic activity. Today, 
Streetsville is home to 
Mississauga’s largest col- 
lection of historic build- 
ings, including the Leslie 
Log House, as well as two 
City-owned, historic 
cemeteries. 


Designated under the 
Ontario Heritage Act, the 
Leslie Log House is home 
to the Streetsville Histor- 
ical Society and Archive. 
The house maintains its 
original structure and 
provides a rare example 
of log construction from 
the early nineteenth cen- 
tury. Visit the house on 
Wednesdays and Sundays 
from 1-4 p.m. 

The Streetsville Memo- 
rial Cemetery is a local 
landmark and an integral 
part of the Streetsville 
community. With burials 
beginning in 1824, the 
cemetery is rich in his- 
tory. The land was pro- 
vided to the Presbyterian 
Church by Timothy 
Street, after whom 
Streetsville was named. 

The Streetsville Public 
Cemetery was_ estab- 
lished in 1892 after the 
Streetsville | Memorial 
Cemetery reached capac- 
ity. Overlooking the 
Credit River, the ceme- 
tery provides a park-like 
setting, with mature 
trees and beautiful land- 
scaping. The cemetery 
continues to serve the 
Streetsville community 


today. 
(Lakeview & _ Port 
Credit) 
Located on Missis- 


sauga’s eastern water- 
front, the Arsenal Lands 
became the site of a large 
munitions plant in 1940, 
which manufactured ri- 
fles and small arms for 
the Canadian Army until 
1974. 

The Small Arms Inspec- 
tion Building now hosts a 
variety of art exhibits and 
creative programs that 
are open to the public. 

The Port Credit Ceno- 
taph, the oldest cenotaph 
maintained by the City, 
was first unveiled on No- 
vember 9, 1925. 

The cenotaph honours 
those who served in 
World War I, World War 
II and the Korean War. 
Residents can attend the 
Remembrance Day cere- 
monies that take place at 
this location on Novem- 
ber 11. 

For more information 
about Mississauga’s his- 
toric museums and land- 
marks, visit 
mississauga.ca/culture. 


New exhibit brings meaning to new tech Celebrating Public Library Week 


On Oct. 26, the Living 
Arts Centre opened anew 
exhibition in which 
artists are engaging with 
emerging technologies 
and tools to speculate 
what our collective future 
might look like. 

Featuring works in 
video, animation, 3D 
printing, photography, 
digital collage, aug- 
mented reality, AI and 
hacking, the new ex- 
hibiton “Meaningful 
Code” explores how we 
will integrate our lives 
with technology, how 
digital futures might 
change the ways we see 
ourselves, and what it 
might mean to live along- 
side artificial life forms. 

The exhibiton runs 
until Jan. 12, 2020, and 
an opening reception will 
be held on Thursday, Nov. 


7, beginning at 6 p.m. at 
the Living Arts Centre 
Gallery (4141 Living Arts 
Drive, second floor). 

For more information 
about the exhibition, con- 


tact Katie Micak, Exhibi- 
tions and Residency Co- 
ordinator, at 
katie.micak @livingarts.o 
n.ca or call (905) 306- 
6161. 


October is Canadian Library Month, and 
the City of Mississauga celebrated the occa- 
sion with a flag-raising ceremony to salute 
the valuable contributions of the City’s li- 
braries and library workers. 

Other similar events being recognized this 
month include Canadian Library Workers’ 
Day (CLWD), which recognizes the contri- 


and private libraries in communities like 
Mississauga, and Ontario Public Library 
Week, which showcases the important con- 
tributions Ontario public libraries make to 


education, literacy and lifelong learning. 


butions of those who work for the public, 


academic, school, government, corporate 


In 2018, Mississauga Library welcomed 
4.3 million visits and circulated approxi- 
mately 6.1 million items. 


(Submitted Photo) 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 
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PRESENTED BY SO 


October, 22, 2019 


Mississauga Italfest Inc. 
Annual General Meeting 

Where: Le Treport Wedding and Convention Centre 

1075 Queensway East 

Mississauga, Ontario 

L4Y 4Cl 

When: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 

Time: 6:30pm - Registration 

7:00-7:30pm - AGM 


ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND 


RSVP _ @ info@mississaugaitalfest.com 
Visit us @ www.mississaugaitalfest.com 


MISSISSAUGA ITALFEST is an incorporated Not- For-Profit Organization. 
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PAINT BAR (8) | 


Don't miss the second annual 


HOLIDAY ART LOUNGE oie 
The One and Only Licenged Art Rust? 


ye 


Market r 
Featuring: 
Port Credits Finest Art Businesses, 
Gifts Shoppe, A Cheesecake Tasting 
Showdown, 
Mulled Wine Photos with The One fh EB 
and Only BAD SANTA = 


et 


Se Sun Nov 24| 1pm to 5:00 PM | 
gmt The Studio Paint Bar 
AGF 129 Lakeshore Rd East beside Port b 
- House 


4 


Presented By These Amazing Vendor Partners and More! More details to follow 


on www.thestudiopaintbar.ca 
¢ é | I~ 


me 
wma} on the (Tei : 


Paint 
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MISSISSAUGA 
BOARD OF TRADE 


A PLAN TO BUILD 
ONTARIO TOGETHER 


THE HON. VIC FEDELI 


ONTARIO’S MINISTER OF 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 
JOB CREATION AND TRADE ® 


Minister Fedeli will share the government's plan to build for Ontario’s future with 
the hard-working people of this province by creating more jobs, putting more 
money in people’s pockets, making communities healthy, streets safe, commutes 
shorter and government smarter. In addition to providing an update on the 
government's balanced and prudent plan to clean up the province's inherited 
fiscal mess, Minister Fedeli will also discuss its plans to make life more 
affordable for families, create a competitive business environment, and invest in 
critical infrastructure for the future. 


THURSDAY 
NOV. 7 LUNCH & NETWORKING 
. MEMBER: $70 
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM NON MEMBER: $90 
GLEN ERIN INN & THE SPA 
1695 THE COLLEGEWAY REGISTER: 
MISSISSAUGA 
WWW.MBOT.COM 


YW Ombotontario #onpoli 


—~e- 


